
THE BEACON SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2019 

9:30 AM, Saturday, January 18, 2020 
Roosevelt Hotel, New York City 

 
 
The Meeting was called to order by Head-Light Denny Dobry at 9:30 AM 
 
 
2018 General Meeting Minutes – The Secretary (Percy Phelps), Heather Holloway,  had not prepared 
the minutes from the 2019 Minutes.  Approval of the minutes therefore were tabled. 
 
FULL COMMITTEE REPORTS FOLLOW THESE MINUTES 
 
2019 Treasurers Report  
Dick Kitts, Bursar (Treasurer) reported that 2019 started with a Balance $33,128.13, received Income of 
$18,655.67 and paid $2,540.56 in Expenses,  leaving a balance in the Treasury of $49,243.24.   
Unpaid, outstanding expenses for uncompleted Jan Stauber Grants total $3,452.00. 
The Treasurer’s Report was approved unanimously.  
 
Committee Reports   
 

Awards Committee - Art Renkwitz, Chairperson reported that the 2019 Susan Z. Diamond 
Beacon Award Program received four (4) applications.  The Awards Committee chose Derrick 
Belanger of Broomfield, Colorado as the 2019 recipient of the 2019 Susan Z. Diamond Beacon 
Award.  Derrick was present to receive a Certificate, a check for $221 and year’s subscription to 
the Baker Street Journal & the Serpentine News. 

 
Communications Committee  - Steve Mason, Chairperson reported that the Beacon Society 
Website and Facebook Page receives 100’s of visitors each week.  The Committee has focused on 
promoting the Jan Stauber Grant Program and the Susan Z. Diamond by sending multiple e-mails 
to numerous individuals and organizations.  Information for the R. Joel Senter Memorial Essay 
Contest was posted this year and improvements were made to searchability of the Website.  

 
Fundraising Committee - Crystal Noll, Chairperson reported that $18,645.67 were received in 
donations in 2019, exceeding the budgeted amount of $14,000.  A large portion of the donations 
were from Carol Senter and friends in support of the R. Joel Senter Sr. Memorial Essay Contest.  
Once again, the 221B Con Board of Directors chose the Beacon Society as their charity of the 
year, resulting in a very generous donation.  Solicitation letters were included in the Swag bags 
of the BSI Dinner, THE Woman dinner and the Gaslight Gala.  The Fundraising Committee set a 
fundraising goal of $9,000 for 2020. 

 
Grants Committee - Cindy Brown, Chairperson reported that the Committee approve all five 
Jan Stauber Grant applications that were received for total amount to be awarded of $2,201.88.  
The Committee is still waiting for 4 final reports from the 2018 Grant Program.  Application 
period for the 2020 Grants Program open on January 31st and are due by May 1st.   



 
Junior Sherlockian Committee - Alex Katz reported Chairperson  Shannon Carlisle that the 
Junior Sherlockian Society (JSS) celebrated their 2nd birthday on August 9th (221st day of the 
year)  2019.  Two optional new tasks were added to the Junior Sherlockian-in-Training 
curriculum.  Wooden nickels promoting the JSS were distributed to attendees at the BSI Dinner, 
THE Woman dinner and the Gaslight Gala.   

 
Programming Committee - Rob Nunn, Chairperson reported that the Committee assisted with 
compiling the application packages for the R. Joel Senter Memorial Essay Contest.  The 
Committee has continued to work on the compilation of the biographies of all the previous Beacon 
Award winners. 

  
Old Business:       

Grant Allotment Revision  - The Board of Directors approved increasing the Jan Stauber Grant 
allocation from $600 to $750, effective for the 2020 program. 

      
 R. Joel Senter, Sr. Program – The Board of Directors approved to finance going forward, the R. 
Joel Senter Sr. Essay Contest, supporting it as standard part of the Beacon Society program.  

 
New Business:    
 

Library Display Program  - The Board of Directors approved the initiation of  a Library Display 
Program, budgeting $1,500 for the initial year.  Steve Mason championed the program based on 
the past efforts of his Scion Society in Texas.  Beaconites will be encouraged to contact their local 
libraries to offer them materials for a display case to promote the reading of Sherlock Holmes at 
their facilities.  Steve will be soliciting donations of suitable display items.  Details will appear on 
the Website. 
 
Fortescue  Continuing Education Program – Steve Mason who administers the Fortescue 
Scholarship Program has added a Continuing Education Program to the Curriculum.  For those 
who have completed the B.S.S. degree—Baccalaureatus Scientia in Sherlockiana, the A.M.S. 
degree—Artium Magister in Sherlockiana and the Doctorate in Sherlockiana—the Sh.D. degree, 
can now add to their Sherlockian scholarship by enrolling in Fortescue Continuing Education 
Program.  Details can be found on the Website. 

 
 
Adjournment  - The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 am. 
 
 
These minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by Denny Dobry, Head-Light. 
  



 
  





 



 



 



 



 


