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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 071…  TODAY, WATSON AND 
I WILL LOOK AT THE CARBONARI DURING THE 

VICTORIAN PERIOD.



IN MORE THAN ONE SHERLOCK HOLMES 
ADVENTURE, TROUBLE FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY 
PURSUES AN INDIVIDUAL TO LONDON… GUISEPPE 
GORGIANO PURSUED EMILIA AND GENNARO LUCCA 

FROM THE US TO ENGLAND. 



GORGIANO HAD BEEN A LEADER IN THE RED 
CIRCLE, A SECRET ORGANIZATION ALLIED TO THE 

CARBONARI IN NAPLES, ITALY… ORIGINALLY, 
CONAN DOYLE HAD IDENTIFIED THE CAMORRA AS 
THE ITALIAN ORGANIZATION BUT LATER CHANGED 

IT TO THE CARBONARI.



WHILE DIFFERENT HISTORIES AND OPERATIONS 
EXIST BETWEEN THESE TWO GROUPS, AS WELL AS 
THE MAFIA, CONFUSION BETWEEN THE AIMS AND 

OPERATIONS OF EACH CONTINUED INTO THE 1940s.



THE CARBONARI FORMED AS A SECRET POLITICAL 
SOCIETY DURING THE RISORGIMENTO — AN EFFORT 
TO UNIFY ITALY FINALLY ACHIEVED IN 1861 WITH 

THE CREATION OF THE KINGDOM OF ITALY.



WITH A CONNECTION TO FREEMASONRY, THE 
CARBONARI MODELED THEIR ORGANIZATION 

AFTER THE FREEMASONS BY HAVING SYMBOLS, 
INITIATION CEREMONIES, AND A HIERARCHY.



WHEN THE FREEMASONS WERE OUTLAWED AFTER 
THE END OF NAPOLEONIC RULE, THE ADHERENTS 
WERE ACCEPTED INTO THE ORDER AT A HIGHER 

LEVEL THAN A NEW RECRUIT AND REFERRED TO AS 
'COUSINS,' RATHER THAN 'BROTHERS.'



LOCAL GROUPS WERE ORGANIZED INTO BARACCAS 
(HUTS) THAT WERE UNITED INTO A REPUBLIC, AND 
GOVERNED BY ONE OF TWO ALTE VENDITE — ONE 

IN NAPLES AND THE OTHER IN SALERNO.



THE ITALIAN CARBONARI INCLUDED HIGH 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, MILITARY OFFICERS, 

AND THE CLERGY AS WELL AS MANY IN THE 
MIDDLE CLASS… EVEN LORD BYRON WAS COUNTED 

AMONG ITS SYMPATHIZERS AT ONE POINT.



THE NAME 'CARBONARI' REFERS TO 'COAL 
BURNERS…' MEMBERS OFTEN MET SECRETLY IN THE 

MOUNTAINS (PRIMARILY IN CENTRAL AND 
SOUTHERN ITALY) AND IF APPROACHED BY THE 

POLICE, THEY WOULD EXPLAIN THEY WERE 
'CHARCOAL BURNERS.'



TRUE CARBONARI WERE A NOMADIC PEOPLE WHO 
SPOKE THEIR OWN LANGUAGE AND BURNED WOOD 
TO CREATE THE CHARCOAL USED TO HEAT HOMES 

AND COOK FOOD.



SIMILAR GROUPS SPREAD TO FRANCE (WHERE THEY 
WERE CALLED 'CHARBONNERIE') BUT WITH MUCH 

STRICTER RULES REGARDING SECRECY… ANY 
MENTION OF THE GROUP OR WRITTEN 

COMMUNICATIONS WAS PUNISHABLE BY DEATH.



BY THE TIME 'THE ADVENTURE OF THE RED 
CIRCLE' APPEARED IN PRINT, THE ORIGINAL 

CARBONARI HAD LOST MUCH OF THE POWER THEY 
HAD HELD IN THE 1820s.



WHILE THE RED CIRCLE DESCRIBED BY EMILIA 
LUCCA SUGGESTS A POLITICAL ORIGIN FOR THE 
GROUP THE BROTHERHOOD IN NEW YORK WAS 
MORE INVOLVED IN EXTORTION, SIMILAR TO 

THAT OF THE MAFIA OPERATING AT THE TIME.



ALTHOUGH ASSASSINATION AND ARMED REVOLT 
WERE PART OF THEIR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A 

REPUBLIC, THEY DID NOT RESORT TO THE TYPE OF 
CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES SUGGESTED BY EMILIA LUCCA.



LIKE THE CARBONARI, ANOTHER GROUP, THE 
CAMORRA, ALSO ORIGINATED IN NAPLES WITH A 
SIMILAR GOAL OF REVITALIZING THE REGION… 

THE CAMORRA ORGANIZATION LACKED THE 
HIERARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF THE CARBONARI 

AND MAFIA… INSTEAD, EACH GROUP OPERATED AS 
A SEPARATE CLAN.



THEIR ILLEGAL ENTERPRISES INCLUDED 
EXTORTION AS EMILIA DESCRIBED AS WELL AS 

TRADE IN BLACK MARKET GOODS.



WITH THE GOAL OF PROFIT BY ANY MEANS, THIS 
ORGANIZATION CONTROLLED THOSE LIVING IN 

THEIR AREAS THROUGH THREATS AND BRIBES — AS 
NEEDED… FOLLOWING THE REUNIFICATION OF 

ITALY IN 1861, THE GOVERNMENT PURSUED THIS 
GROUP FOR TWENTY YEARS.



THE FINAL BLOW TO THE ORGANIZATION 
OCCURRED IN 1911 WHEN MORE THAN 20 
MEMBERS, INCLUDING THEIR BOSS, WERE 

ARRESTED AND CONVICTED OF MAJOR CRIMES.



THE DEPICTION OF THE CARBONARI IN 'THE 
ADVENTURE OF THE RED CIRCLE' SUGGESTS A MUCH 
MORE CRIMINAL AND GRUESOME ORGANIZATION 

THAN OCCURRED IN THEIR TRUE HISTORY.



HAD CONAN DOYLE LEFT 'CAMORRA' AS THE RED 
CIRCLE’S AFFILIATION, RATHER THAN CHANGING 
IT TO 'CARBONARI’ HE WOULD HAVE PROVIDED A 

MORE ACCURATE PORTRAYAL OF THE GROUP’S 
LAWLESS CHARACTER.



IT WOULD NOT BE THE ONLY TIME THESE SECRET 
SOCIETIES WERE CONFUSED… A REPORT OF A 

MURDER IN 1902 IN NEW YORK SUGGESTED IT WAS 
THE RESULT OF THE OPERATIONS OF ONE OF 

THREE SECRET SOCIETIES (CARBONARI, CAMORRA, 
OR MAFIA) OPERATING IN THE CITY.



SIMILARLY, IN 1941, A DISCUSSION OF THESE 
GROUPS AGAIN EQUATED THE SOCIETIES.



GIVEN THEIR SIMILAR ORIGINS IN BOTH 
GEOGRAPHY AND TIME SUCH CONFUSION — 

INCLUDING CONAN DOYLE’S — CAN BE 
UNDERSTOOD… THEIR AIMS AND OPERATIONS, 
HOWEVER, MAKE EACH A SEPARATE — AND VERY 

DIFFERENT — SOCIETY.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 071 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 072, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THE BRITISH BANKING SYSTEM 
DURING THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.
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