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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 044…  TODAY, WATSON AND 
I WILL BE LOOKING AT PEOPLE WHO LIVE OFF THE 
BLOOD OF OTHERS, IN A MATTER OF SPEAKING…
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IN 'THE ADVENTURE OF THE SUSSEX VAMPIRE’, 
'THE ADVENTURE OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS CLIENT’ 
AND 'THE ADVENTURE OF THE THREE GABLES,' I 
INVESTIGATED THREE DIFFERENT VAMPIRE-LIKE 

CREATURES.



THESE THREE STORIES, ALL FIRST PUBLISHED 
BETWEEN 1924 AND 1926, INCLUDED REFERENCES 
TO BEINGS WHO SURVIVED OFF THE ESSENCE OF 

OTHERS AND APPEARED IN PRINT ABOUT TWENTY-
FIVE YEARS AFTER BRAM STOKER’S DRACULA.



THE CONCEPT OF THE VAMPIRE — AN INDIVIDUAL 
WHO ACHIEVES IMMORTALITY BY LIVING OFF OF 

OTHERS’ BLOOD OR ENERGY — CAN BE TRACED BACK 
TO ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS AND APPEARS IN 

SOME FORM IN MOST CULTURES.



THE BASIC CHARACTERISTICS INCLUDE AN ETERNAL 
LIFE SUSTAINED THROUGH 'FEASTING' ON 

OTHERS, WHICH HAVE INCLUDED BABIES, YOUNG 
GIRLS OR VIRGINS, HUMANS IN GENERAL, OR 

SOMETIMES ANIMALS.



THEORIES SUGGEST THESE LEGENDS WERE USED 
TO EXPLAIN EPIDEMICS THAT WIPED OUT WHOLE 
FAMILIES OR VILLAGES (SUCH AS THE PLAGUE OR 
TUBERCULOSIS) DISFIGURATION OF CORPSES AS 

PART OF DECOMPOSITION, AND FEAR OF 
PARTICULARLY EVIL OR HATED FIGURES AFTER 

DEATH… 'SIGHTINGS' OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
OCCURRING IN DREAMS OR ON THE STREET.



SUCH CREATURES WERE DEALT WITH BY EXHUMING 
THE BODY, DISARMING IT WITH A STAKE THROUGH 

THE HEART OR STONE IN THE MOUTH, OR AT 
TIMES, BURNING THE CORPSE.



A RENEWAL OF 'VAMPIRE CRAZE' DEVELOPED IN 
THE EARLY 1700s WITH THE PUBLICATION OF 
SEVERAL TALES OF DEAD OR SPURNED LOVERS 
RETURNING TO DRINK THE BLOOD OF THEIR 
FORMER OBJECT OF AFFECTION, AND OFTEN 

SERVED AS MORALITY TALES DESCRIBING THE 
TENSIONS BETWEEN HEATHENS AND CHRISTIANS.



THE STANDARD FOR CONTEMPORARY VAMPIRE 
LORE, HOWEVER, WAS SET WITH THE 

PUBLICATION OF DRACULA.



THIS STORY FOLLOWED THE ELEMENTS OF GOTHIC 
FICTION POPULAR AT THE TIME, COMBINING A 

REMOTE LOCATION WITH AN OMINOUS SETTING 
(SUCH AS A DECAYING HOUSE), AND A 

SUPERNATURAL CREATURE.



OF THE MANY THEMES IN THE BOOK (THE 
GLOBALIZATION OF BRITAIN, PERILS OF 'MODERN' 

WOMEN AND SEXUAL ACTIVITY, AND NEW 
TECHNOLOGY), THE INCURSION OF FOREIGN 

ELEMENTS – IN PARTICULAR MONSTERS — INTO 
BRITAIN WAS SHARED WITH OTHER AUTHORS OF 
THE TIME, INCLUDING RUDYARD KIPLING AND SIR 

ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.



THAT STOKER AND CONAN DOYLE SHARED SIMILAR 
IDEAS IS NOT SURPRISING IN THAT THEY 

TRAVELED IN THE SAME LITERARY CIRCLES, WHICH 
ALSO INVOLVED AUTHORS SUCH AS OSCAR WILDE 

AND WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS.



THIS GROUP EVEN COLLABORATED IN A SERIAL 
NOVEL THE FATE OF FENELLA, PUBLISHED IN 1892.



THEIR FRIENDSHIP WAS ALSO SHARED THROUGH 
MUTUAL ADMIRATION OF EACH OTHER’S WORKS AS 
SEEN IN THE LETTER DOYLE WROTE TO STOKER IN 
1897 PRAISING DRACULA AND STOKER’S INTERVIEW 

OF CONAN DOYLE PUBLISHED IN 1907.



SOME CRITICS HAVE GONE SO FAR TO SUGGEST 
THE THREE STORIES PAY TRIBUTE TO STOKER IN 

VARIOUS WAYS.



'THE ADVENTURE OF THE SUSSEX VAMPIRE' 
REFERENCED TRANSYLVANIA AND ASPECTS OF 

VAMPIRE LORE AS PRESENTED BY STOKER.



THE 'ADVENTURE OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS CLIENT' 
CONTAINED NUMEROUS NAMES, PLACES AND 
EVENTS THAT HINT BACK TO STOKER’S WORK.



'THE ADVENTURE OF THE THREE GABLES' 
DESCRIBED THE VILLAINESS, ISADORA KLEIN, AS A 

WOMAN WHO RETAINS YOUTH BEAUTY, AND 
FINANCES AT THE EXPENSE OF HER LOVERS WHO 

SICKEN AND DIE — A FATE SIMILAR TO DRACULA’S 
FEMALE VICTIMS.



IN SIX VAMPIRE-LIKE STORIES SIR ARTHUR CONAN 
DOYLE PENNED BEFORE DRACULA, A VARIETY OF 

VILLAINS FEED OFF OTHERS’ ESSENCE, INCLUDING 
A GIANT VENUS FLYTRAP…



…('THE AMERICAN’S TALE'), A SPECTER THAT LURES 
A SHIP CAPTAIN ONTO AN ICE FLOE TO FEAST ON 
HIS ENERGY, ('THE CAPTAIN OF THE POLE-STAR'), 

THREE VILLAINS WITH POWERS TO CONTROL 
OTHERS AND EXTRACT THEIR SPIRIT…



…('JOHN BARRINGTON COWLES'), ('THE WINNING 
SHOT'), AND ('THE PARASITE'), AND AN EGYPTIAN 
WHO ACHIEVED IMMORTALITY, ONLY TO SPEND 

HIS DAYS SEEKING A WAY TO END IT ('THE RING 
OF TOTH').



THESE NINE STORIES SERVE AS FURTHER 
INDICATION OF CONAN DOYLE’S INTEREST IN 

SPIRITUALISM AND THE SUPERNATURAL AND HIS 
DEPARTURE FROM THE ATTITUDE AND BELIEFS 

EXPRESSED BY IS HIS OWN CREATION.



FOR YOU, TALES OF BEINGS WHO DRAIN OTHERS 
FOR THEIR OWN SURVIVAL WERE 'RUBBISH.'



DESPITE OUR CREATOR’S OWN PREFERENCES, IN YOUR 
MIND AND WORLD, 'NO GHOSTS NEED APPLY.'



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 044 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 045, WE WILL BE LOOKING AT HOW SNAKES ARE PORTRAYED IN OUR 
STORIES.



ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL FOR THIS TOPIC:

• HTTPS://VOICES.NATIONALGEOGRAPHIC.ORG/2010/02/22/WHERE_DO_VAMPIRES_COME_FROM/
• HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/VAMPIRE_LITERATURE
• ALEXANDRA BOEDEN, EDITOR. THE SHERLOCK HOLMES BOOK. DK PUBLISHING, 2016, PAGE 99.
• SHMOOP EDITORIAL TEAM. "DRACULA." SHMOOP. SHMOOP UNIVERSITY, INC., 11 NOV. 2008. WEB. 11 

SEP. 2017.
• HTTP://WWW.TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/BOOKS/AUTHORS/10-FACTS-ABOUT-BRAM-STOKER/
• HTTPS://WWW.ARTHUR-CONAN-DOYLE.COM/INDEX.PHP?TITLE=BRAM_STOKER
• EIGHTEEN-BISANG, ROBERT AND MARTIN GREENBERG, EDITORS. VAMPIRE STORIES. SKYHORSE 

PUBLISHING, 2009
• DOYLE, ARTHUR CONAN; RYAN, ROBERT. THE COMPLETE SHERLOCK HOLMES (KINDLE LOCATION 29399).
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