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WELCOME TO TOPIC # 027…  TODAY, WATSON AND 
I WILL LOOK AT THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT 

DURING THE VICTORIAN PERIOD.



IN ‘THE ADVENTURE OF THE CARDBOARD BOX,’ 
SUSAN CUSHING TOLD YOU JIM BROWNER, HER 
BROTHER-IN-LAW, HAD BROKEN HIS PLEDGE AND 

RETURNED TO DRINKING.



HIS ‘PLEDGE’ WAS A REFERENCE TO THE GOSPEL 
TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT THAT SPREAD ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE LOWER 
MIDDLE CLASS FROM 1877 TO 1889.



WHILE OTHER TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES EXISTED 
PRIOR TO THE GOSPEL TEMPERANCE 

ORGANIZATION, BROWNER’S MENTION OF LOSING 
HIS ‘BLUE RIBBON,’ INDICATED MEMBERSHIP IN 

THIS PARTICULAR ORGANIZATION.



THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT IN THE UK HAD ITS 
ORIGINS IN THE 1830s IN RESPONSE TO A RISE IN 

PUBLIC DRUNKENNESS AND THE SUCCESSES OF SIMILAR 
EFFORTS IN US, ESPECIALLY IN NEW ENGLAND.



RELIGIOUS LEADERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE FROM 
NONCONFORMIST DENOMINATIONS (PROTESTANT 
GROUPS OUTSIDE THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND) AND 

THEIR MIDDLE AND UPPER-LOWER CLASS 
CONGREGANTS WERE THE FIRST TO PROMOTE THE 
CONCEPT OF SIGNING A PLEDGE FOR ABSTINENCE.



MANY OF THESE EARLY LOCAL GROUPS STILL 
ALLOWED AN OCCASIONAL GLASS OF WINE OR 

BEER, AND RIFTS OCCURRED IN SOME 
CONGREGATIONS OVER THE USE OF FERMENTED OR 

NON-FERMENTED WINE IN SERVICES.



IN THE LATE 1830s, A SHIFT OCCURRED IN THE 
MOVEMENT TO TOTAL ABSTINENCE, OR 

TEETOTALISM, LED PRIMARILY BY THE SAME 
SOCIAL CLASSES.



THE DISCIPLINE REQUIRED AVOIDANCE OF ALL 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND ALIGNED WITH THE 
STRICT MORAL CODE UPWARDLY MOBILE MEMBERS 

IN THE LOWER CLASSES OBSERVED.



WITH PUBLIC-HOUSE LIFE NOW FORBIDDEN TO 
THEM, THESE GROUPS FORMED LODGES OR SIMILAR 

SOCIAL CENTERS TO OFFER ALTERNATIVE 
GATHERING PLACES AND EVENTS.



THE FACILITIES ALSO OFFERED CLASSES IN READING, 
WRITING, AND BASIC ARITHMETIC AND SPECIALIZED 

PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.



DESPITE SUCH EFFORTS, DRUNKENNESS CONTINUED 
TO RISE AMONG THE POPULACE, AND IN 1853, 

NATHANIEL CARD, A QUAKER REFORMER, ORGANIZED 
A MOVEMENT TO PASS LAWS PROHIBITING THE SALE 

OF ALL ALCOHOL TO COMBAT IT.



WHILE SUCH LEGISLATION HAD SOME SUPPORTERS 
IN PARLIAMENT, WITHIN FOUR YEARS THE 

EMPHASIS SIFTED FROM A NATIONAL BAN TO 
LOCAL OPTION.



THE CONTINUED PUSH FOR PASSAGE OF LAWS 
RELATED TO ALCOHOL’S SALE AND CONSUMPTION 

GRADUALLY BECAME A LIBERAL CAUSE, WITH 
THOSE INVOLVED IN THE DRINK TRADE ALIGNING 

WITH THE CONSERVATIVES.



FOR THE NEXT FIFTEEN TO TWENTY YEARS, THE 
ANTI-DRINK EFFORTS FOCUSED ON THE POLITICAL 
ARENA, WITH EFFORTS TO RESTRICT LICENSES OR 
OTHER MEASURES TO REDUCE THE AVAILABILITY 

OF ALCOHOL… A REVIVAL IN THE MOVEMENT 
OCCURRED IN 1877 WHEN WILLIAM NOBLE VISITED 
THE US AND OBSERVED FRANCES MURPHY AND HIS 
BLUE RIBBON AND GOSPEL TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT 

IN THAT COUNTRY.



THIS APPROACH COMBINED RELIGION AND 
TEMPERANCE IN ONE-WEEK CAMP MEETINGS 
FOCUSED ON CONVERTING BOTH THE TAVERN 

OWNER AND THE DRINKER.



NOBLE RETURNED TO ENGLAND AND CREATED THE 
GOSPEL TEMPERANCE HALL IN LONDON’S EAST END.



GOSPEL TEMPERANCE, HOWEVER, REMAINED 
FRAGMENTED AND LOCAL UNTIL THE ARRIVAL OF 

RICHARD BOOTH, AN AMERICAN TEMPERANCE 
MISSIONARY, WHO CARRIED THE EFFORT NATIONWIDE.



THE MAN TRAVELLED THE COUNTRY HOLDING 
MEETINGS COMPLETE WITH CHOIRS, SPEECHES, 

AND AT THE END OF THE EVENT, A CALL TO SIGN 
THE PLEDGE AND WEAR A BLUE RIBBON AS A 
SYMBOL OF COMMITMENT TO THE CAUSE.



BY THE 1890s, THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN THAT 
HAD PUSHED SOME TO DRINK WAS OVER, AND 
WITH PROSPERITY, THE GOSPEL TEMPERANCE 

MOVEMENT LOST STEAM.



STILL, THE MOVEMENT HAD KEPT THE ISSUE IN 
THE PUBLIC EYE FOR MORE THAN FORTY YEARS 

AND IT WAS ESTIMATED ABOUT A TENTH OF THE 
POPULATION WERE ABSTAINERS BY THE END OF 

VICTORIA’S REIGN.



WHILE THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT NEVER 
ACHIEVED THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF ELIMINATING 

ALL ALCOHOL, THE DIRE CONSEQUENCES OF DRINK 
WERE WELL RECOGNIZED—AS CLEARLY ILLUSTRATED 

BY JIM BROWNER’S CRIME OF PASSION.



IN BETRAYING HIS OWN BLUE RIBBON PLEDGE 
WITH THE RESULTING CONSEQUENCES, HE 

PROVIDED A MORAL LESSON TO DOYLE’S READERS 
ON THE EXCESSES OF DRINK.



SO, WE HAVE COMPLETED TOPIC # 027 IN OUR SERIES… 

IN TOPIC # 028, WE WILL LOOK AT THE SPORT OF FENCING IN THE VICTORIAN 
PERIOD.
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