
Adventure XXXI – The Adventure of the Solitary 
Cyclist
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is the Queen of hearts (Violet), knave of spades (Carruthers), 
knave of diamonds (Woodley), joker (Williamson).  This is a connection 
between Bicycle Playing Cards to the principals in this adventure.
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Pictured are plates of the bicycles rode by Violet Smith and Mr. 
Carruthers.  Bicycle plates, such as Dayton and Aberdeen, identified the 
brand of the bicycle.

From the story:
‘You must know that every Saturday forenoon I ride on my bicycle to 

Farnham Station in order to get the 12.22 to town.’
‘Two weeks ago I was passing this place when I chanced to look back 

over my shoulder, and about two hundred yards behind me I saw a man, 
also on a bicycle.’
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Pictured is Violet’s uncle Ralph’s share certificate in the Gold Mining 
Company in Africa, which Violet was due to inherit upon his death.

From the story:
‘My mother and I were left without a relation in the world except one 

uncle, Ralph Smith, who went to Africa twenty-five years ago.’
‘But he goes into the City two or three times a week. He is deeply 

interested in South African gold shares.’
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Pictured is a card from the Museum Hotel, Farnham, where Holmes and 
Watson probably stayed after freeing Violet Smith from her captors.

From the story:
We had ascertained from the lady that she went down upon the 

Monday by the train which leaves Waterloo at 9.50, so I started early and 
caught the 9.13. At Farnham Station I had no difficulty in being directed to 
Charlington Heath.
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Pictured is a model of the bicycle used by Violet Smith. Also pictured are 
clips which were worn to keep pant legs from getting caught in the chain.

From the story:
A quarter of an hour passed and then a second cyclist appeared. This 

time it was the young lady coming from the station.
An instant later the man emerged from his hiding place, sprang upon his 

bicycle, and followed her.
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Pictured is the 1st letter sent by Violet Smith to Holmes, indicating she 
has been followed again, and that Carruthers has proposed marriage to 
her.

From the story:
Next morning we had a note from Miss Smith, recounting shortly and 

accurately the very incidents which I had seen, but the pith of the letter 
lay in the postscript.
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Pictured is a souvenir from Holmes encounter with Woodley at the pub.  
Holmes knocked out Woodley’s tooth during their fight, probably the shot 
with his left fist.

From the story:
‘The next few minutes were delicious. It was a straight left against a 

slogging ruffian. I emerged as you see me. Mr Woodley went home in a 
cart.’
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Pictured is the 2nd  letter sent by Violet Smith to Holmes, indicating she 
has chosen to leave Carruther’s employment, as she has been followed 
again.

From the story:
The Thursday brought us another letter from our client:
‘You will not be surprised, Mr Holmes [said she], to hear that I am 

leaving Mr Carruthers's employment.’



Pictured is the handkerchief gag used on Violet Smith during the 
wedding ceremony with Woodley.

From the story:
On the farther side of it, under the shadow of a mighty oak, there stood 

a singular group of three people. One was a woman, our client, drooping 
and faint, a handkerchief round her mouth.
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Pictured is the clerical garb belonging to the defrocked clergyman 
Williamson, including a surplice, collar, and altar cloth.

From the story:
Between them an elderly, grey-bearded man, wearing a short surplice 

over a light tweed suit, had evidently just completed the wedding service.
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Pictured is the Hymnal and Prayer Book Williamson used during the 
sham wedding ceremony between Woodley and Violet Smith.

From the story:
Between them an elderly, grey-bearded man, wearing a short surplice 

over a light tweed suit, had evidently just completed the wedding service, 
for he pocketed his Prayer-Book as we appeared, and slapped the sinister 
bridegroom upon the back in jovial congratulation.
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Pictured is a photo Williamson, the defrocked minister, who conducted 
the sham wedding between Woodley and Violet Smith.

From the story:
Between them an elderly, grey-bearded man, wearing a short surplice 

over a light tweed suit…
Williamson, the ex-clergyman, bowed to us with mock politeness, and 

the bully Woodley advanced with a shout of brutal and exultant laughter.
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Pictured is the pistol Carruthers used to wound Woodley after the sham 
wedding ceremony between Woodley and Violet Smith.

From the story:
Then he raised his revolver and covered the young ruffian, who was 

advancing upon him with his dangerous riding-crop swinging in his hand.
His revolver cracked, and I saw the blood spurt from the front of 

Woodley's waistcoat.
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Pictured is the note Holmes wrote, asking for police assistance at the 
end of the investigation.

From the story:
‘Here, you!’ he shouted to the frightened groom, who had appeared at 

the edge of the glade. ‘Come here. Take this note as hard as you can ride 
to Farnham.’ He scribbled a few words upon a leaf from his notebook.
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Pictured is the false beard Carruthers wore while pursuing Violet Smith 
on her bicycle.

From the story:
‘You can take your beard off, Bob,’ said he. ‘I know you right enough. 

Well, you and your pals have just come in time for me to be able to 
introduce you to Mrs Woodley.’

Our guide's answer was a singular one. He snatched off the dark beard 
which had disguised him and threw it on the ground, disclosing a long, 
sallow, clean-shaven face below it.
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Pictured is Holmes visiting, or calling, card which he provided to 
Carruthers for further assistance if needed.

From the story:
‘As to you, Mr Carruthers, I think that you have done what you could to 

make amends for your share in an evil plot. There is my card, sir, and if my 
evidence can be of help to you in your trial it shall be at your disposal.’
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Pictured is the sham marriage license, created by Williamson to 
fraudulently marry Woodley and Violet Smith.

From the story:
‘We had a licence for the marriage. I have it here in my pocket.’
‘Then you got it by a trick. But in any case a forced marriage is no 

marriage, but it is a very serious felony, as you will discover before you 
have finished.’
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Pictured is the telegram sent to Jack Woodley, alerting him to the death 
of Violet Smith’s uncle in Africa.

From the story:
‘Then when the cable came I knew they were bound to make a move.’
Carruthers took a telegram from his pocket.
‘That's it!’ said he. It was short and concise: THE OLD MAN IS DEAD.’
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Pictured is Holmes’ telegram to Cyril Morton, Miss Smith’s fiancé, telling 
him to find Violet at her mother’s house.

From the story:
‘If she is not quite convalescent you will find that a hint that we were 

about to telegraph to a young electrician in the Midlands would probably 
complete the cure.’
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Solitary Cyclist” not 
included in the original 

Evidence Box.
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Pictured is an advertisement for the Imperial Theatre, Westminster. 
Violet Smith’s father was the conductor of the orchestra there years 
before.

From the story:
‘My father is dead, Mr Holmes. He was James Smith, who conducted 

the orchestra at the old Imperial Theatre.’
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Pictured is the advertisement, which ran in the Times, seeking Mrs. 
Smith or Violet Smith.

From the story:
‘When Father died we were left very poor, but one day we were told 

that there was an advertisement in The Times inquiring for our 
whereabouts.  We went at once to the lawyer whose name was given in 
the paper. There we met two gentlemen, Mr Carruthers and Mr Woodley, 
who were home on a visit from South Africa.’
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Looking for Mrs Frank Smith, or her daughter, Violet, who 

were related to Ralph Smith, late of Africa.

Mr. Carruthers and Mr. Woodley have vital information 

which will ensure a safer future for you. 

Please come to Mr. Themes, attorney, for further details.

Looking for Mrs Frank Smith, or her 

daughter, Violet, who were related to Ralph 

Smith, late of Africa.

Mr. Carruthers and Mr. Woodley have 

vital information which will ensure a safer 

future for you. 

Please come to Mr. Themes, attorney, for 

further details.



Pictured is a photo of Charlington Heath, an area Violet Smith must ride 
through to get to Carruther’s estate each week.

From the story:
‘The road from Chiltern Grange is a lonely one, and at one spot it is 

particularly so, for it lies for over a mile between Charlington Heath upon 
one side and the woods which lie round Charlington Hall upon the other.’
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Pictured is a card from the Farnham rail station, where Holmes and 
Watson arrived to assist Violet Smith.

From the story:
We had ascertained from the lady that she went down upon the 

Monday by the train which leaves Waterloo at 9.50, so I started early and 
caught the 9.13. At Farnham Station I had no difficulty in being directed to 
Charlington Heath.



Pictured is a postal card for the Jolly Farmer, the country pub where 
Holmes had an entanglement with Mr. Woodley.

From the story:
‘I found that country pub which I had already recommended to your 

notice, and there I made my discreet inquiries. The next few minutes were 
delicious. It was a straight left against a slogging ruffian.’
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