
SHERLOCK HOLMES CANONPUZZLES 
Word Search, Criss Cross & Crossword Puzzle

DEVELOPED BY STEVE MASON

The Return of Sherlock Holmes

The Adventure of the Dancing Men
These Puzzles include specific terms related to the story.  

All words and terms come directly out of the Canon.

Thanks to Bill Dorn for his gracious allowance of 
vocabulary words from Study Guide to Sherlock Holmes, 

vols. 1 and 2



WORDCIRCLE: Find each of the listed words in the puzzle. Click on each letter found and 
circle it with a CAPITAL “O”.  You can tab between letters.  Once all terms are found, the 
remaining un-circled letters should complete a quote from the story below.

ABACK
ASSIZES
AVENGED
BOY
BRISTLED
CIPHERS
COAX
CONFIDENCE
CONUNDRUM
CROP
DAPPER
DESIGN
DOGGED
EJECTOR
FLOURISHING
FORTNIGHT
GABLE
GLEAM
GROTESQUE
HALLOA
HIDING
HYPOTHESIS
INFERENCE
JUBILEE
LANK
MANACLED
MERETRICIOUS
NETTLED
OUT
PEAL
PITIES
PORTICO
QUEER
RASCAL
ROOM
SCRAWL
SEVER
SKULKING
STAIN
SUN
SWARTHY
TOP
UNITED
VICAR
WHIFF

S I H H Q S P Y O C A X V T D R

M U E A E U H O O U A N H E O N

O O O I L T E N R O T G G T D G

O E T I R L F E C C I N C S I I

R I R A C I O E R N E E T O G S

P M W A D I K A T V J E M Y L E

B S S E W T R R A E E R I E E D

O S N H Y P O T H E S I S U A X

Y C I I F F S M E D F T Q Y M G

E F G T N R C D U R E S A X U U

F G I N E F E D G R E L F I N K

A Y N H I L E W E T D M T I N N

B W P I T K S R O L Y N T T A A

A I T S D E L R E T C E U Q E L

C D I D Z I G U U N D A K N J N

K R A I U Q H O K E C V N E O P

B Q S R A S C A L S I E I A X C

K S E E L I B U J P N L E C M H

A P O T T D O G G E D B P E A L

C W B R D H E I S C R A W L N R

F L O U R I S H I N G G Q A U V

L P D A P P E R E V E S P M S L

The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #1)



The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #2)

SCRAWL
UNITED
ASSIZES
AVENGED
CIPHERS
EJECTOR

CRISS-CROSS: Fit each word into their proper place in the Framework.

LANK
PEAL
ROOM
ABACK
GABLE
GLEAM

DESIGN
DOGGED
HALLOA
HIDING
PITIES
RASCAL

QUEER
SEVER
STAIN
VICAR
WHIFF
DAPPER

INFERENCE
CONFIDENCE
HYPOTHESIS
FLOURISHING
MERETRICIOUS

JUBILEE
NETTLED
PORTICO
SWARTHY
BRISTLED

MANACLED
SKULKING
CONUNDRUM
FORTNIGHT
GROTESQUE

BOY
OUT
SUN
TOP
COAX
CROP



The Dancing Men   (Puzzle #3)
CROSSWORD: Each clue is a term from the Canon.  Highlighted clues on the next page are from this Story.
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The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #3)
Across
2. ____ - dial
5. Loud ringing of a bell
8. Persuade
10. Triangular section of wall at the end of a peaked roof
11. Roof supported by columns
12. Out of style; oldish
14. Neatly or stylishly dressed
17. In the near future
18. Descendent
19. React angrily or defensively
21. Shine brightly; glimmer
24. Bring disgrace to something
26. Irritated
28. Seven ____ - cent
29. Group of related things
30. Evil person
34. Joined together
35. Inspections of an organization’s accounts
36. Priest of a parish in the Church of England
38. On top of something else
39. Process of arriving at a logical conclusion from 

known premises
41. Worry excessively about someone or something
44. Do something
45. Greeting
47. Very small piece or part
49. The _________; trial court with a judge who moves 

around
50. Inflicted harm in return for an injury or wrong done
53. Disguised way of writing; codes
57. Plead with someone
58. Thing serving as a visual representation of a fact or 

feeling
60. ____ - hunter
62. Stable - ____
63. Device that causes something to be removed
65. Criminal who commits a major crime
66. Persuade
68. Large release of pressure causing damage
69. Slightly tap on something
71. Smell that is only smelled briefly or faintly
72. Showily attractive, based on insincerity
73. Paste; glue

Down
1. Two weeks
3. Brother or sister’s daughter
4. Fruit seeds
5. Misfortunes
6. Curved structure over an opening
7. Beating
9. Handcuffed
12. Purpose or intention behind an action
13. Slight moving of the head up and down
15. ____ - jacket
16. Repulsively ugly or distorted
17. Cut completely off
20. Light brown in color
22. Tentative explanation that accounts for a set of 

facts
23. Developing rapidly and successfully
24. Therapeutic resort
25. ____ and compass
27. Odd; unusual
31. Long, limp and straight
32. Night before a holiday
33. Frozen water
37. Termination
40. Not true
41. Stood perfectly still
42. Write something in a hurried, careless way
43. Distinct period or stage in an action or process
46. Toward or situated to the rear
48. ____ - knot
51. Having tenacity and grim persistence
52. Riddle whose solution involves a play on words
54. Drawing - ______; large room in which guests are 

entertained
55. Stealthily sneaking about
56. the _________; celebration of Victoria's reign
59. Place to display artifacts and other historical items
61. Make a mistake
63. Leader or senior figure in a group
64. Look - ____
65. Soft downy substance
67. Series of sounds caused by the reflection of sound 

waves
70. Commotion



WORDCIRCLE: Find each of the listed words in the puzzle. Click on each letter found and 
circle it with a CAPITAL “O”.  You can tab between letters.  Once all terms are found, the 
remaining un-circled letters should complete a quote from the story below.

ALLUDE
ASSOCIATIONS
BED
BRACING
CABLED
CLEAN
COMELY
CONSIGNED
CONVEY
CROSS
DARESAY
DISCRETION
DRAUGHT
EPILOGUE
FLY
FRANKLY
GALLOWS
GOWN
GUTTERED
HANSOM
HIEROGLYPHICS
INCLINATION
JAY
KEEN
LINED
MELANCHOLY
MITIGATING
NOTE
PARISH
PEBBLE
PLUMAGE
PRANK
QUEST
RECAPITULATED
ROUSE
SET
SILLS
SPURT
STOLID
SURGEON
SYSTEMATIC
TRIFLING
UNSULLIED
WATERING
WIRE
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G A S T S N C I E B L E J C O I
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The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #4)



The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #5)

BRACING
DARESAY
DRAUGHT
FRANKLY
GALLOWS
PLUMAGE

CRISS-CROSS: Fit each word into their proper place in the Framework.

NOTE
WIRE
CLEAN
CROSS
LINED
PRANK

COMELY
CONVEY
HANSOM
PARISH
PEBBLE
STOLID

QUEST
ROUSE
SILLS
SPURT
ALLUDE
CABLED

SYSTEMATIC
INCLINATION
ASSOCIATIONS
HIEROGLYPHICS
RECAPITULATED

SURGEON
EPILOGUE
GUTTERED
TRIFLING
WATERING

CONSIGNED
UNSULLIED
DISCRETION
MELANCHOLY
MITIGATING

BED
FLY
JAY
SET
GOWN
KEEN



The Dancing Men   (Puzzle #6)
CROSSWORD: Each clue is a term from the Canon.  Highlighted clues on the next page are from this Story.
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The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #6)
Across
1. Indicates that one believes something is probable
5. Fresh and invigorating
11. Long or arduous search for something
13. Significant period of time
14. Shelter against high winds
15. Ovum
17. Very small rock
18. Gush out in a sudden and forceful stream
20. Bird's feathers collectively
23. _____ - book
27. Telegram
29. To make an indirect reference
30. More pleasant or agreeable
31. Covering on the tip of a finger and toe
33. ________ place; drinking establishment
37. Physician
38. ____ - trees
30. Fence entrance
41. Pertaining to the nose
43. Like a _____; simpleton
44. Custom; practice
46. Small, broad-headed nail
47. Flee from arrest
48. Wrinkled
50. Chore; job
51. Sole
52. Section at the end of a book that provides more 

about what has happened
55. Nothing
57. Behaving in such a way to avoid causing offense
59. Lessening the gravity of an offense
62. Small administrative district for a church
64. Two-wheeled, one-horse carriage
65. Climbing plants
66. Cloud of tiny water droplets suspended in the 

atmosphere
68. Having great perception or insight
70. Symbols; signs
71. Atmosphere

Down
1.  Pass away
2. Waste towel
3. Cleaning agent
4. Large cup with handle
6. Substitute; exchange
7. Exist
8. Sent a telegram
9. Great delight
10. Stitched
12. Showing little emotion
16. Dressing - _____
18. Deep - ____
19. Repeated in concise form
21. Moving slowly back and forth
22. Current of air in an enclosed area
24. At one time
25. Obtain money in return for labor or service
26. Cunning
28. Person's natural tendency or urge to act
32. _____ - shaven
34. Unimportant or trivial
35. In an open, honest, and direct manner
36. Not spoiled or made impure
40. Wide - ____
42. Wax melted through the side of a candle
45. Connection between people
49. Feeling of pensive sadness
53. Make known to someone
54. Tramp; vagrant
55. Capture a wanted person
56. Window - _____
58. _____ - questioned
60. Pleasing in appearance
61. Frank; forthright
63. Likeness; resemblance
67. Flower - ____
69. Positive response



WORDCIRCLE: Find each of the listed words in the puzzle. Click on each letter found and 
circle it with a CAPITAL “O”.  You can tab between letters.  Once all terms are found, the 
remaining un-circled letters should complete a quote from the story below.

ARM
ATONEMENT
BOOK
BRAZEN
CHEQUE
CLUNG
COMRADE
CONSTABLE
COPPER
CUE
DEFTLY
DOG
EAST
FLORID
FOGS
FRIEZE
GAOL
GROOM
HAGGARD
HEELED
HOARSE
INEXORABLE
JOINT
LAD
MALODOROUS
MERE
MONOGRAPH
OPTION
PARTICULARS
PENAL
POINT
PRAY
RANKS
REPARATION
SASH
SETTEE
SINGULAR
SQUIRE
STORY
SWAGGERED
TOOL
TUBE
UTMOST
WAXED
WROUGHT

E V E L L R T R Y T J P S S G D

R O O A A O B L H O D W E G R A

M A N N O B E G I E A E C O O L

G E K L O M U N E G B S L F O V

P S E R Y O T Y G C H U I E M L

E L B A R O X E N I P E T D E I

S H R W W H R E N A O S N C E H

I P T I S E E X R P C R K O O B

L A I N D E D T M T O A D O M Y

C H E Q U E I O A U P O E L O R

S D H Q N C W C L N P H F E N U

S I N G U L A R O L E S T Z O N

C Z N L Z U C I D N R A L E G E

C O A O T X T B O R S S Y I R R

I R M M I A M E R E A T M R A I

S D O R R T A G O D O G A F P U
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B E T N E M E N O T A M T Z H E

R N E Z A R B X T C D I R O L F

G N U L C U Y E A N U Z N Y R N

T N I O P K E E E W G E Y S N Y

The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #7)



The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #8)

DEFTLY
FLORID
FRIEZE
HEELED
HOARSE
OPTION

CRISS-CROSS: Fit each word into their proper place in the Framework.

FOGS
GAOL
MERE
PRAY
SASH
TOOL

RANKS
STORY
WAXED
BRAZEN
CHEQUE
COPPER

TUBE
CLUNG
GROOM
JOINT
PENAL
POINT

SWAGGERED
INEXORABLE
MALODOROUS
REPARATION
PARTICULARS

SETTEE
SQUIRE
UTMOST
COMRADE
HAGGARD

WROUGHT
SINGULAR
ATONEMENT
CONSTABLE
MONOGRAPH

ARM
CUE
DOG
LAD
BOOK
EAST



The Dancing Men   (Puzzle #9)
CROSSWORD: Each clue is a term from the Canon.  Highlighted clues on the next page are from this Story.
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The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #9)
Across
4. Window - _____
8. To and _____
9. Decorative horizontal strip along the top of a wall
11. Arrange in order
14. Rough and harsh voice
15.  Lodging for travelers
16. Walked arrogantly
20. Sole
22. ____ - chair
24. Stick used in billiards
25. Ruddy; rosy coloured
26. Piece of coarse material placed on a floor
29. Carried by a horse or carriage
31. Refer to every one of two or more things
33. _____ - teller
34. _____ - house
35. Encourage someone to carry on or continue
37. Gentleness; without hardness
38. Test - _____
39. Beyond what is ordinary or usual
41. Pocket - _____
43. Destroy; kill
46. Lesser
47. Soon; shortly
49. Employ
50. Detailed written study of a subject
52. Stalk part of a plant
54. Held on tightly
55. ____ - coast
57. Make someone be quiet or stop talking
59. Starting - _______
61. The ______; meeting place for illegal activities
62. Small mischievous person
64. Man employed to take care of horses
67. Most extreme; greatest
70. Two-masted, square-rigged ship
71. Light brownish-white colour
73. Ready for use or picking
74. Inflexible; relentless
75. Small or medium-sized sofa

Down
1. Pal; confederate
2. Bold and without shame
3. Rocky outcropping
5. Curved bracing over an entrance
6. Covered with a substance to protect it
7. Tangled or complicated arrangement or state
8. Misty or cloudy situations
10. Tall deciduous tree with serrated leaves
12. Having a bad odour
13. Investigate and solve or explain something
17. Obtained; possessed
18. Blood - ____
19. Quickly and skillfully
21. Lowest rank of police officer
23. Details
24. _______ - book
27. Also; in addition
28. By that means; as a result of
30. ____ - cart; cart with two seats placed back-to-back
32. Right to buy a thing at a specified price
36. ______ servitude
40. Apology for a wrong
42. Something done to repair an injurious act
43. Courtesy title of a chief landowner
44. The highest point of a solid figure
45. Brought about
48. Prison; jail
51. Any artistic work; especially on a large scale
53. Penny
56. Neat and smart in appearance; slim and fit
58. Worn and exhausted
60. Involve something as a necessary part or 

consequence
63. Decisive or most important point at issue
65. Particular aspect or feature of something
66. Ride a bicycle
68. Not closed
69. Journey
72. Move through the air using wings; escape



S I H H Q S P Y O C A X V T D R

M U E A E U H O O U A N H E O N

O O O I L T E N R O T G G T D G

O E T I R L F E C C I N C S I I

R I R A C I O E R N E E T O G S

P M W A D I K A T V J E M Y L E

B S S E W T R R A E E R I E E D

O S N H Y P O T H E S I S U A X

Y C I I F F S M E D F T Q Y M G

E F G T N R C D U R E S A X U U

F G I N E F E D G R E L F I N K

A Y N H I L E W E T D M T I N N

B W P I T K S R O L Y N T T A A

A I T S D E L R E T C E U Q E L

C D I D Z I G U U N D A K N J N

K R A I U Q H O K E C V N E O P

B Q S R A S C A L S I E I A X C

K S E E L I B U J P N L E C M H

A P O T T D O G G E D B P E A L

C W B R D H E I S C R A W L N R

F L O U R I S H I N G G Q A U V

L P D A P P E R E V E S P M S L

I H A V E N O D E S I R E
T O M A K E M Y S T E R I E S

The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #1)



The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #2)

C O N F I D E N C E

O

S K U L K I N G H

H G S C R A W L

Y E U L

P H I D I N G L A N K

O O

T O P O U T G L E A M

H O N R

E R I O D E S I G N C

S T P T T A O

I I N F E R E N C E P F C O A X N

S C A D S P O I U

B O Y L Q U E E R P N

G U R T W H I F F D

M A N A C L E D N E F R

B V I C A R L U

R L G S R O O M

A V E N G E D M H C U

S E J E C T O R N R

C A R O E I

A J U B I L E E P I T I E S

L A T T H

C B R I S T L E D L I

K I E E N

C V D G

A S S I Z E S

T O R

A U

I S W A R T H Y

N



The Dancing Men   (Puzzle #3)

1
F

2
S U

3
N

4
P

5
P E

6
A L

7
H

8
C O A X

9
M I I I R I

R
10

G A B L E
11

P O R T I C O D
12

D A T E D N C S I H
13

N I

E N
14

D A P
15

P E R
16

G E
17

S O O N
18

S C I O N C E
19

B R I S
20

T L E D G

I G
21

G L E A M O A V
22

H

G H
23

F E
24

S T
25

A I N E Y
26

N E T T L E D
27

Q
28

P E R
29

C R O P

O U
30

R A S C A
31

L O
32

E
33

I
34

U N I T E D Q
35

A U D I T S
36

V I C A R E
37

E
38

U P O N H

E E
39

I N
40

F E R E N C E K
41

F R E T
42

S S A D
43

P R S
44

A C T
45

H A L L O
46

A H O I

R I S
47

B I
48

T
49

A S S I Z E S
50

A V E N G E
51

D A O S E
52

C

W G O
53

C I P H E
54

R S
55

S O

L
56

J
57

B E G K O
58

T O K E N
59

M
60

B U G G
61

E
62

B O Y U U

U B
63

E J E C T
64

O R M
65

F E L O N

S I L D
66

U R G
67

E L K D
68

E X P L O D E
69

P
70

A T C U I R

U E E D
71

W H I F F N U
72

M E R E T R I C I O U S O F
73

G U M



A D S W I G N P S C H A Y T Y N

O S E Y N N N O E L L E A M L O

G A S T S N C I E B L E J C O I

C N G O A T E L L G B I A A H T

O T I N C L E P I F R L S N C E

N H D T I I U M I N I U E N N R

S G E E A C A T A L A R S I A C

I U S T N G A T I T O T T N L S

G A D E O I I R I P I G I V E I

N R E E T N L T B O A C U O M D

E D N T I Y L F I A N C N E N O

D T S T O L I D H M T S E U Q E

S C I H P Y L G O R E I H R R D

S W O L L A G U G N I R E T A W

Y L K N A R F R S Y K D C R E C

A E H A N S O M L N U H E E G A

N N V K D U I E A L U S R B A B

S W E N S C M R L O A I C V M L

E E O E O O P A R Y W R X V U E

N A K G C C K N P Z O A E T L D

G U T T E R E D J S P P W O P R

O M P S P U R T S G C K N P Y K

W H A T O N E M A N C A N
I N V E N T A N O T H E R
C A N D I S C O V E R

The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #4)



The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #5)

E P I L O G U E

W R N F L Y C

A S S O C I A T I O N S R A

T N U A B

K E E N K M E L A N C H O L Y

R M L K I E

I I I L E D

Q N T C O M E L Y R

P L U M A G E I O D R O U S E

E G N G

S S A C R O S S P E B B L E

T E T I Y

D T R I F L I N G B P

A N N N R H

S P U R T G C E P A R I S H

E R L D C C

S Y S T E M A T I C N I S

A U C N O N

J A Y R A D R A U G H T G

G P T E

A L L U D E I W I R E

O T O

G O W N U H A N S O M

U L

T S G A L L O W S

T I T T C

E L I N E D C O N V E Y L

R S D L B E D

E S I A

D D I S C R E T I O N



The Dancing Men   (Puzzle #6)

1
D A

2
R E

3
S A Y

4
M

5
B

6
R

7
A

8
C I N

9
G

10
S

I A O
11

Q U E
12

S T
13

E R A
14

L E E
15

E
16

G G A G T
17

P E B B L E W

O
18

S P U
19

R T O L L E N

W E E
20

P L U M A G E
21

S
22

D
23

N
24

O T
25

E C
26

S I C D
27

W I R E
28

I N A
29

A L L U D E E A A
30

N I C E R P Y Y U

C E
31

N A I L
32

C
33

W A
34

T E R I N G

L
35

F T L
36

U R N H

I R
37

S U R G E O N
38

F I R
39

G A T
40

E
41

N A S A L L A S F
42

G Y

A N
43

J A Y N U L
44

U S
45

A G E
46

T A C K T
47

F L Y I T S D

I
48

L I N E D
49

M L N
50

T A S K
51

O N L Y D
52

E P I L O G U E O
53

C

N
54

B
55

N I L E R C O
56

S E E A
57

D I S
58

C R E T I O N
59

M I T I G A T I N G R D A V
60

C L G C
61

C O T E

O L
62

P A R
63

I S H
64

H A N S O M
65

I V Y
66

M I S T R M O N S E O

E
67

B A L D
68

K E E N
69

A

L
70

H I E R O G L Y P H I C S T
71

S K Y

Y D E D S E



E V E L L R T R Y T J P S S G D

R O O A A O B L H O D W E G R A

M A N N O B E G I E A E C O O L

G E K L O M U N E G B S L F O V

P S E R Y O T Y G C H U I E M L

E L B A R O X E N I P E T D E I

S H R W W H R E N A O S N C E H

I P T I S E E X R P C R K O O B

L A I N D E D T M T O A D O M Y

C H E Q U E I O A U P O E L O R

S D H Q N C W C L N P H F E N U

S I N G U L A R O L E S T Z O N

C Z N L Z U C I D N R A L E G E

C O A O T X T B O R S S Y I R R

I R M M I A M E R E A T M R A I

S D O R R T A G O D O G A F P U

Z S F A A S P R U U B S G B H Q

T R P I T D Z O S K E S G A L S

B E T N E M E N O T A M T Z H E

R N E Z A R B X T C D I R O L F

G N U L C U Y E A N U Z N Y R N

T N I O P K E E E W G E Y S N Y

E V E R Y P R O B L E M B E C O M E S
V E R Y C H I L D I S H W H E N O N C E
I T I S E X P L A I N E D T O Y O U

The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #7)



The Dancing Men  (Puzzle #8)

H C

A P O I N T O R

G R P G C U E

G P A R M P L A D P

A E Y A O E O F A

B R A Z E N L P A R T I C U L A R S R

D A O T O I A

F L O R I D I F O G S J E A S T

O O L O Z I

U R A N K S S Q U I R E O

T O W N S N

M U A T U B E

H O A R S E G T

S S G S T O R Y

D E F T L Y A T O N E M E N T E

O S R E

S I N G U L A R H C H E Q U E

O D

N W

G R O O M S A

O T X

I N E X O R A B L E

O B D

W R O U G H T L H

R M E R E

C O M R A D E E

P C L U N G

H E

D



The Dancing Men   (Puzzle #9)

1
C

2
B

3
L

4
S

5
A S H

6
W

7
S

8
F R O

9
F R I E Z

10
E R

11
R A N K S

O M A D L C
12

M X E
13

U

G R Z G M
14

H O A R S E
15

I N N
16

S W A G
17

G E
18

R E
19

D L D N R

D
20

O N E E
21

C
22

A R M
23

P A
24

C U E T D
25

F L O R I D
26

M A
27

T V

H
28

T T N O
29

R O
30

D E
31

E A C H
32

O L
33

S T O R Y
34

T O O L

Q E
35

P R A Y T O
36

P I G

U R T A U E C
37

E A S E I
38

T U B E
39

S I N G U L
40

A R
41

B O O K L
42

R A L T
43

S L
44

A Y N
45

W
46

M E R E L
47

A N O N

Q P
48

G R P R N
49

U S E A
50

M O N
51

O G R A P H
52

S T E M

I X O U P R
53

C M

R
54

C L U N G U
55

E A S
56

T O E

E
57

H U S
58

H T R
59

P O I N T
60

E
61

J O I N T A I
62

I M P T

N
63

C
64

G R O O M E
65

F
66

C
67

U T M
68

O S
69

T
70

B R I G N
71

C R E A M Y

A P R U A
72

F C C
73

R I P E
74

I N E X O R A B L E E L

L N P D Y
75

S E T T E E
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