
SHERLOCK HOLMES CANONPUZZLES 
Word Search, Criss Cross & Crossword Puzzle

DEVELOPED BY STEVE MASON

The Return of Sherlock Holmes

The Empty House
These Puzzles include specific terms related to the story.  

All words and terms come directly out of the Canon.

Thanks to Bill Dorn for his gracious allowance of 
vocabulary words from Study Guide to Sherlock Holmes, 

vols. 1 and 2



WORDCIRCLE: Find each of the listed words in the puzzle. Click on each letter found and 
circle it with a CAPITAL “O”.  You can tab between letters.  Once all terms are found, the 
remaining un-circled letters should complete a quote from the story below.

ABSURB
ANTIDOTE
ASCETIC
ASSERT
BANK
BEREAVEMENT
BOISTEROUS
BREECH
BUNGLER
CAB
CHASM
CRAVATS
CROCUSES
DEFORMED
DOTH
ENDS
FARCICAL
FRAME
GARROTER
GIBES
HALF
HYSTERICS
INEXORABLE
LAMPS
LOAFERS
MEWS
OPERA
PLAIN
POISE
QUARTERS
RECONCILE
RUBBER
SENTINEL
SIBILANT
SINGULAR
SNARL
SPARE
STOLE
TAR
TOLD
TUFTS
UTTER
VINDICTIVE
WAY
WITHER
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The Empty House  (Puzzle #1)



The Empty House (Puzzle #2)

RUBBER
WITHER
ASCETIC
BUNGLER
CRAVATS
LOAFERS

CRISS-CROSS: Fit each word into their proper place in the Framework.

HALF
MEWS
TOLD
CHASM
FRAME
GIBES

STOLE
TUFTS
UTTER
ABSURB
ASSERT
BREECH

LAMPS
OPERA
PLAIN
POISE
SNARL
SPARE

RECONCILE
BOISTEROUS
INEXORABLE
VINDICTIVE
BEREAVEMENT

ANTIDOTE
CROCUSES
DEFORMED
FARCICAL
GARROTER

QUARTERS
SENTINEL
SIBILANT
SINGULAR
HYSTERICS

CAB
TAR
WAY
BANK
DOTH
ENDS



The Empty House  (Puzzle #3)
CROSSWORD: Each clue is a term from the Canon.  Highlighted clues on the next page are from this Story.
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The Empty House  (Puzzle #3)
Across
1. Half - ____
3. Part of a cannon behind the bore
7. ______ - clothes
12. Pull; tow
13. Relentless; inflexible
14. Wagers
15. Assistance
19. Look-out; guard
21. Strangler
22. Ridiculous; preposterous
23. With no excess fat; thin
24. Mocking words; jeers
27. Coal - _____; dark thick, sticky fluid
28. Flat area between the waist and knees of a seated 

person
29. Raw minerals
32. In a state of excited movement
34. Make one account consistent with another
36. Say something in an angry, bad-tempered voice
38. Powerfully built horses
39. Row of houses converted from stables
40. Amateur; incompetent
46. Medicine taken to counteract a particular poison
48. In addition
49. Tall deciduous tree with serrated leaves
50. Transgression
51. Large extents or amounts of something
52. State a factor or belief confidently
55. Collar - _____
56. Small piece of paper
57. White soft mineral with a greasy feel
59. Bunch of grass growing together at the base
62. Move somewhere quietly
63. Unimportant
65. Deep fissure in the earth
66. Give new strength or energy to
68. ____ and compass
69. Box or cage, for keeping domesticated animals
70. Most; extreme
71. Organ for hearing
72. Wildly emotional reaction

Down
2. Dry; without water
4. British nobleman above a viscount
5. _____ - round
6. Residence
8. Sheltered side of something
9. It is
10. Short, wide strip of fabric worn around the neck
11. Crippled; disabled
14. _____ - notes 
15. Twice - ______
17. Do or does
18. Loss; deprivation; grief; sorrow
19. Hissing
20. Graceful and elegant bearing in a person
21. Object of a person’s ambition or effort
25. Noisy; energetic; rowdy
26. Make a mistake
30. Small, spring-flowering plant of the iris family
31. Wound remnant
33. Unusual; unordinary
35. ____ - stand
37. A unit of play in a card game
41. ________ hat
42. Street - ______
43. Persons who idle time away
44. Ridiculous; preposterous
45. Having a strong desire for revenge
47. Is not
51. One who practices self-denial
53. Extreme
54. Consume
58. One who practices self-denial
60. Boundary; surrounding another object
61. Cease to flourish
64. Be constantly or visibly worried or anxious
65. Attractive in a pretty or endearing way
67. By way of
68. Used to refer to one or some of a thing



WORDCIRCLE: Find each of the listed words in the puzzle. Click on each letter found and 
circle it with a CAPITAL “O”.  You can tab between letters.  Once all terms are found, the 
remaining un-circled letters should complete a quote from the story below.

ABYSS
AQUILINE
ASPERITIES
ASSURED
BARITSU
BIBLIOPHILE
BOOK
BRINK
BUST
CATARACT
CONFEDERATE
CREDIT
CUNNING
DEPOSED
EASY
ERRONEOUS
FLASK
FRO
GASP
GRIM
HANSOM
INCREDULITY
INEXPLICABLE
LEST
LUMINOUS
MINUTE
PARTICULARS
PLANKING
PRECURSOR
QUIVERING
RELATION
SARDONIC
SHEER
SIDE
SINISTER
SOFT
STALE
STRATAGEM
TASTE
TRADE
UNTIDY
VERDICT
VIRILE
WHIST
WIZENED
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The Empty House  (Puzzle #4)



The Empty House (Puzzle #5)

CUNNING
DEPOSED
VERDICT
WIZENED
AQUILINE
CATARACT

CRISS-CROSS: Fit each word into their proper place in the Framework.

LEST
SIDE
SOFT
ABYSS
BRINK
FLASK

HANSOM
MINUTE
UNTIDY
VIRILE
ASSURED
BARITSU

SHEER
STALE
TASTE
TRADE
WHIST
CREDIT

BIBLIOPHILE
CONFEDERATE
INCREDULITY
PARTICULARS
INEXPLICABLE

LUMINOUS
PLANKING
RELATION
SARDONIC
SINISTER

ERRONEOUS
PRECURSOR
QUIVERING
STRATAGEM
ASPERITIES

FRO
BOOK
BUST
EASY
GASP
GRIM



The Empty House  (Puzzle #6)
CROSSWORD: Each clue is a term from the Canon.  Highlighted clues on the next page are from this Story.
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The Empty House  (Puzzle #6)
Across
5. _____ - collector
10. Detailed information about something
11. Glue used for sticking paper or other light materials
12. Messy; not well done
13. Two-wheeled carriage
16. Billiard - ____; stick
18. Having strength and energy
19. Decision on an issue in civil or criminal case or an 

inquest
20. Notion
21. British
24. Kinsman; relative
27. Give or ask for advice
29. Plan or scheme
31. Father
32. Actions performed intentionally or consciously
34. Fever or shivering fit
36. Edge; rim
37. ____ - going
42. Testify or give evidence on oath
43. Harsh qualities or conditions
45. Great delight
47. Burial box or container
48. Evil
49. Bullet fired by a rifle or pistol
50. Five-year _____
55. ____ and compass
57. After - ______
58. Medical condition involving the eye
60. Container for liquids
62. Feeling of uncertainty or lack of conviction
63. Very detailed
67. Thing that comes before another of the same kind
68. Selected methods of ju-jitsu
69. Card game, a predecessor to bridge

Down
1. To and _____
2. Emitted a long, deep breath expressing sadness or 

relief
3. Disastrous disintegration of someone’s life
4. Forbidding or uninviting
6. Any artistic work on a large scale
7. Ingenious; crafty; wily
8. Trembling or shaking with a slight rapid motion
9. Deep gulf or chasm
10. Flooring
14. Perpendicular or nearly so
15. Withered; shriveled
16. Public acknowledgment or praise
17. Shiny silicate mineral with layered structure
22. Small, single story house or shelter
23. No longer fresh
25. Very bright; harsh to the eye
26. Being unwilling to believe something
27. Unusual; not ordinary
28. Concealed
29. Large body of water
30. By ____ !
33. Disdainful; sneering
35. Inhale suddenly with the mouth open
36. Sculpture of a person's head and shoulders
38. _____ - whiskers
39. Profession
40. Person who works with another
41. Wrong; incorrect
44. Means of egress
46. Transgression
48. _____ - nosed
50. Frequently; many times
51. Container made of flexible material
52. Confident; sure of oneself
53. Because of the possibility of something undesirable 

happening
54. Layer of dirt or froth on the surface of a liquid
56. Hue; tinge, shade
59. Feeling of needing or wanting to drink something
61. Small pieces of metal with incisions to open up a lock
62. Put something down briefly into a liquid
64. Handheld implement with flat base heated to use 

on clothing; very strong mineral
65. Large group of rowdy people
66. Using dry, humour



WORDCIRCLE: Find each of the listed words in the puzzle. Click on each letter found and 
circle it with a CAPITAL “O”.  You can tab between letters.  Once all terms are found, the 
remaining un-circled letters should complete a quote from the story below.

ALL
ARISTOCRAT
ASPERITY
AUSTERE
BAY
BODED
BOSOM
BROWS
BYWAYS
CHAP
CONFIDANT
CROAKING
DEAD
DISCERN
EJACULATION
FANLIGHT
FOOTHOLDS
FROCK
GAUNT
GRUFF
HOBBLING
INDIFFERENT
INQUEST
LIBERTIES
MALTREATED
MOTIVE 
PICTURESQUE
POINT
PROFOUND
RECAPITULATE
RETREAT
SEEDY
SHIKARI
SINEWY
SITTING
SOJOURN
STERN
SWARTHY
THRONG
TRIFLE
UTMOST
VICES
WATERPIPE
WILFUL
YONDER
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The Empty House  (Puzzle #7)



The Empty House (Puzzle #8)

MOTIVE 
RETREAT
SHIKARI
SITTING
SOJOURN
SWARTHY

CRISS-CROSS: Fit each word into their proper place in the Framework.

BROWS
FROCK
GAUNT
GRUFF
POINT
SEEDY

UTMOST
WILFUL
YONDER
AUSTERE
DISCERN
INQUEST

STERN
VICES
BYWAYS
SINEWY
THRONG
TRIFLE

MALTREATED
EJACULATION
INDIFFERENT
PICTURESQUE
RECAPITULATE

ASPERITY
CROAKING
FANLIGHT
HOBBLING
PROFOUND

CONFIDANT
FOOTHOLDS
LIBERTIES
WATERPIPE
ARISTOCRAT

ALL
BAY
CHAP
DEAD
BODED
BOSOM



The Empty House  (Puzzle #9)
CROSSWORD: Each clue is a term from the Canon.  Highlighted clues on the next page are from this Story.
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The Empty House  (Puzzle #9)
Across
1. Close or intimate
5. Roads or tracks not following a main route
8. Not of great importance; trivial
9. Work very hard or under harsh conditions
12. Expression of surprise
14. Abrupt or taciturn in manner
15. Free to take actions without punishment
17. Temporary stay
18. Road or thoroughfare
20. Pulled behind; towed
22. Purpose for taking an action, such as a crime
23. Starting - _______
25. What an _____ I have been…
27. By ____ !; exclamation
28. ____ - important
29. Be an omen of a particular outcome
32. Inclined 
34. Beam of light
35. Bed; place to stay
37. Sharp blade
38. Hunter
40. _____ - white
42. Total
43. Something said quickly and suddenly
45. Tip - ____
47. Over-worry about something
48. Person with whom one shares a secret
52. Compass direction
53. Very great or intense
54. At _____
57. Seven ____ - cent
58. Before the present time
59. Large, densely packed crowd of people
60. Limping
61. Secure position from which progress may be made
64. Small semicircular window over a door or another 

window
67. Employ
68. Summarize and state again the main points of
69. Dark-skinned

Down
2. Leave out
3. Intentional; deliberate
4. Immoral or wicked behaviours
6. Gathered; collected
7. Most extreme; greatest
11. _______ - room
13. Severe or strict in manner or attitude
14. Lean and haggard
16. Judicial inquiry to ascertain the facts relating to an 

incident
19. Sordid and disreputable
21. At some distance in the direction indicated
22. Treated person cruelly or with violence
24. Story; fable
26. Look for
29. Hair above the eyes
30. Paddle for a boat
31. Perceive or recognize
33. Serious and unrelenting
36. Unconcerned
39. Muscular; brawny
41. Small mark
44. Aptitude or skill
46. Pipe for smoking tobacco
48. Sound like a frog
49. Intense and widely shared enthusiasm for 

something
50. Sharpness of tone
51. Small fragment of bread or cake
54. Prohibit from happening
55. Exclamation of amusement
56. Small chair usually three-legged
62. Hiding spot
63. Of they type previously mentioned
65. Short period of sleep
66. Afternoon social drink
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The Empty House  (Puzzle #1)



The Empty House (Puzzle #2)

V

A N T I D O T E U

C N T A R

O P E R A D T U F T S T

O I I E

C C A B S U R B

U T I

M E W S I L

E L V Q U A R T E R S S
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M W A S C E T I C N

P I Y H H T

A S S E R T F A R C I C A L I

H P S L N
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U R I O L

N B S T O L D
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G L E B A N K I
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V S C S N A R L
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B E R E A V E M E N T



The Empty House  (Puzzle #3)

1
W

2
A Y

3
B R

4
E E C

5
H

6
Q

7
P

8
L A

9
I N

10
C R

11
D A A

12
H A U L E T

R
13

I N E X O R A B L E A
14

B E
15

T S
16

A I D F L F R A O

V O
17

D
18

B
19

S E N T I N E L
20

P

A
21

G A R R O T E R I E K D O

T O M T R
22

A B S U R B I
23

S P A R E H E I S
24

G I
25

B
26

E S

L D
27

T A R
28

L A P
29

O R E
30

C
31

S V A
32

A
33

S T I R
34

R E
35

C O N C I L E
36

S N A
37

R L I S

O A A M T U N T
38

C O B S R
39

M E W S
40

B U N G L E R

U
41

O
42

L N
43

L B U R
44

F

S
45

V P
46

A N T
47

I D O T E
48

A L S O A

E I
49

E L M S A R A U R
50

S I N R P N F
51

A C R E S C

D
52

A
53

S S
54

E R T
55

E N D S I
56

S L I P E A R C
57

T
58

A L C

C V
59

T U
60

F T S E
61

W S A
62

S T O L E R
63

T R I V I A L
64

F I R
65

C H A S M I T A
66

R E V I
67

V E U M
68

A R C
69

H U T C H

E E I
70

U T T E R N E I

T
71

E A R E
72

H Y S T E R I C S



WORDCIRCLE: Find each of the listed words in the puzzle. Click on each letter found and 
circle it with a CAPITAL “O”.  You can tab between letters.  Once all terms are found, the 
remaining un-circled letters should complete a quote from the story below.

ABYSS
AQUILINE
ASPERITIES
ASSURED
BARITSU
BIBLIOPHILE
BOOK
BRINK
BUST
CATARACT
CONFEDERATE
CREDIT
CUNNING
DEPOSED
EASY
ERRONEOUS
FLASK
FRO
GASP
GRIM
HANSOM
INCREDULITY
INEXPLICABLE
LEST
LUMINOUS
MINUTE
PARTICULARS
PLANKING
PRECURSOR
QUIVERING
RELATION
SARDONIC
SHEER
SIDE
SINISTER
SOFT
STALE
STRATAGEM
TASTE
TRADE
UNTIDY
VERDICT
VIRILE
WHIST
WIZENED
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The Empty House  (Puzzle #4)



The Empty House (Puzzle #5)

P A R T I C U L A R S

L

A S S U R E D

N H A N S O M

K A

I S I N I S T E R G S

W I Z E N E D D R H

N G B I B L I O P H I L E

C B N N M E

R O A S P E R I T I E S R

D E P O S E D X C I

D K G A S P D

C C U V L E

A Q U I L I N E F I B C W

T N I R P R E C U R S O R H

A N T R A D E O A I N I

R I Y I B N F L A S K

A N C B L K E T M

C G S T R A T A G E M D I

T R R E L A T I O N

V I R I L E R U

T R Q A T

A B Y S S R U N T I D Y E

L U U O I E

T E A S Y N V

A S T S T A L E E

S O F T O R

T L U M I N O U S

C R E D I T S N

G



The Empty House  (Puzzle #6)

1
F

2
S

3
R

4
G

5
B

6
O O K

7
C

8
Q

9
A

10
P A R T I C U L A R S P U U B

L O G I I
11

G U M
12

U N T I D Y

A
13

H A N
14

S O M S
15

W N V S

N
16

C U E H
17

M
18

V I R I L E S

K R D
19

V E R D I C T Z N R
20

I D E A E C
21

E N G L I S
22

H

N D
23

S
24

R E
25

L A T
26

I O N N U

G I T U N E
27

O U G
28

H T
29

S T R A T A
30

G E M C
31

D A D I

E L A I R
32

D E E D
33

S
34

A
35

G U E
36

B R I N K
37

E A
38

S Y A
39

T A U O D I
40

C R

R S
41

E S U U
42

D E P O S E D
43

A S P E R I T I
44

E S
45

G L E E N O

D R X
46

S I
47

C O F F I N

E O
48

S I N I S T E R E I
49

G U N S H O T N Y
50

O L D S C
51

B E F
52

A
53

L
54

S F E
55

A R
56

C O
57

T A S T E
58

C A T A R A C
59

T

G O U S S U E A H
60

F L A S
61

K
62

D O U B T
63

M
64

I N U T E I
65

M O E I R
66

W R E R

O U Y
67

P R E C U R S O R S
68

B A R I T S U D Y N
69

W H I S T



J K C O R F O D U R E E D C I Y

E N E B Y W A Y S J U D E R N T

Y R S A E E E N A Q T I T O D I

I D E Y D V S C S H M S A A I R

R I N T I L U E R P O C E K F E

A O V T S L R O C O S E R I F P

K E O R A U N Y S I T R T N E S

I M M T T G A R H N V N L G R A

H E I C E T A L U T I P A C E R

S O I T R E Y P H O R M M T N A

N P B I N O I G R S J A O N T L

G T F B N A I Y E O T O W S S L

T L A D L L D I W A F S S S O L

E N E E N I T I R E J O E S I B

W R U A R R N C F I N Q U E S T

I E F A E T O G K N S I M N D Q

S T I B G T E D E D O B S R D Y

W S I R S Y D R M Y M C H A P O

O L G I F O O T H O L D S T U S

R X R P F Y V E P I P R E T A W

B A S I T T I N G F F U R G F F

P L U F L I W E J J L D O B W O

J O U R N E Y S E N D I N

L O V E R S ’ M E E T I N G S

The Empty House  (Puzzle #7)



The Empty House (Puzzle #8)

D D A F

E J A C U L A T I O N S A

A S P N

D P I C T U R E S Q U E L

E R I

R S I T T I N G

C R O A K I N G T H

O S W A R T H Y T

S I N E W Y

M S F

W A T E R P I P E S H I K A R I

L E D F T

T D A B O D E D T

R Y N O R H

E U T M O S T N R E T R E A T

G A U N T H O E U

P T H O B B L I N G C S

R E L A G A T

Y O N D E R D Y I P E

F B Y W A Y S N I R

B O S O M R I D T E

U O L P O I N T U

N W F R O C K F L

D V I C E S U F C H A P

N L I B E R T I E S T

Q R E

G R U F F T R I F L E M

E N O

S O J O U R N A R I S T O C R A T

T I

V

E



The Empty House  (Puzzle #9)

1
B

2
O S O M

3
W

4
V

5
B Y W

6
A Y S

7
U M

8
T R I F L E I M

9
T O I L L

10
C

11
S

12
A H

13
A

M T
14

G R U F F
15

L
16

I B E R T I E S U

O A U N S T S S
17

S O J O U R N L Q
18

S T R E E T

T N
19

S
20

D R U G
21

Y I D E
22

M O T I V E E
23

P O I N
24

T R

A E
25

A S
26

S N
27

G A R E
28

A L L
29

B
30

O D E
31

D
32

T E N D S L
33

S

T
34

R A Y I E E
35

B E R T H
36

I
37

R A Z O R
38

S H I K A R I E

N E W C
39

S R
40

D E A
41

D
42

S U M
43

E J A C U L
44

A T I O N

I
45

T O E R R N
46

W
47

F R E T
48

C O N
49

F I D
50

A N T E A

F D
51

C R A S
52

W E S T

E
53

P R O F O U N D P
54

B A Y E

R
55

H U A
56

S E A
57

P E R
58

E R E M K
59

T H R O N G P

N
60

H O B B L I N G O I I

T N
61

F O O T H O
62

L D
63

S P
64

F A
65

N L I G H
66

T L Y A
67

U S E

A E I C
68

R E C A P I T U L A T E
69

S W A R T H Y
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