
Adventure XXVI – The Adventure of the Final 
Problem
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is the article posted in Journal De Geneve, informing the public 
of the death of Sherlock Holmes at the Reichenbach Falls.

From the story:
As far as I know, there have been only three accounts in the public 

Press: that in the Journal de Genève upon May 6th, 1891…
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Pictured are the notes sent by Holmes to Watson describing the events 
in France.

From the story:
I saw in the papers that he had been engaged by the French 

Government upon a matter of supreme importance, and I received two 
notes from Holmes, dated from Narbonne and from Nîmes, from which I 
gathered that his stay in France was likely to be a long one.
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Pictured is a longer note sent by Holmes to Watson describing the 
events in France in which he was engaged by the French Government.

From the story:
I saw in the papers that he had been engaged by the French 

Government upon a matter of supreme importance, and I received two 
notes from Holmes, dated from Narbonne and from Nîmes, from which I 
gathered that his stay in France was likely to be a long one.



Pictured are the postmarks for the letters and notes Holmes forwarded 
to Watson from Nimes, Narbonne, and Paddington.

From the story:
I received two notes from Holmes, dated from Narbonne and from 

Nîmes, from which I gathered that his stay in France was likely to be a long 
one.
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Pictured is the May 1891 edition of Bradshaw’s Continental Railway 
Guide, which Holmes and Watson would have made good use of during 
their travels through Europe.

From the story:
‘It is obvious, therefore, than I cannot do better than get away for the 

few days which remain before the police are at liberty to act. It would be a 
great pleasure to me, therefore, if you could come on to the Continent 
with me.’
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Pictured is a Michelin Guide, which Holmes and Watson would have 
made good use of during their travels through Europe.

From the story:
‘It is obvious, therefore, than I cannot do better than get away for the 

few days which remain before the police are at liberty to act. It would be a 
great pleasure to me, therefore, if you could come on to the Continent 
with me.’



Pictured is the slip of paper Watson handed the cab driver at Lowther 
Arcade at the Strand, as instructed by Holmes.

From the story:
‘Into this hansom you will jump, and you will drive to the Strand end of 

the Lowther Arcade, handing the address to the cabman upon a slip of 
paper, with a request that he will not throw it away.’
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Pictured is the disguise Holmes used to reach the train at Victoria 
Station, that of an elderly clergy.

From the story:
There was no sign of him. I spent a few minutes in assisting a venerable 

Italian priest… Then, having taken another look round, I returned to my 
carriage, where I found that the porter, in spite of the ticket, had given me 
my decrepit Italian friend as a travelling companion.
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Pictured is Holmes’ hand, traveling, bag which he carried with him 
across the European continent.

From the story:
With all our precautions, you see that we have cut it rather fine,' said 

Holmes, laughing. He rose, and throwing off the black cassock and hat 
which had formed his disguise, he packed them away in a hand-bag.
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Pictured is the article describing the small fire at Holmes’s rooms at 
Baker Street. The article surmises the fire was deliberately set.

From the story:
‘Have you seen the morning paper, Watson?’
‘No.’
‘You haven't seen about Baker Street, then?’
‘Baker Street?’
‘They set fire to our rooms last night. No great harm was done.’
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Pictured is the calling, or visiting card, for Mycroft Holmes, basing him at 
the Diogenes Club.  Note it indicates one of his vocations is coach driver. 
He drove Watson in a brougham to Victoria Station.

From the story:
‘Did you find your brougham?’
‘Yes, it was waiting.’
‘It was my brother Mycroft. It is an advantage to get about in such a 

case without taking a mercenary into your confidence.’
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Pictured is the map Holmes and Watson used to traverse Switzerland on 
their way to Meiringen.

From the story:
‘In the meantime we shall treat ourselves to a couple of carpet bags, 

encourage the manufactures of the countries through which we travel, 
and make our way at our leisure into Switzerland, via Luxembourg and 
Basle.’
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Pictured is the booklet, Aareschlucht, Gorges de l’Aar, showing various 
pictures of the Reichenbach Falls, including areas through which Holmes 
and Watson passed through on the way to Meiringen.

From the story:
For a charming week we wandered up the Valley of the Rhône, and 

then, branching off at Leuk, we made our way over the Gemmi Pass, still 
deep in snow, and so, by way of Interlaken, to Meiringen.
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Pictured is The Penny Magazine, June 9, 1838, with an article on the 
pass of the Gemmi and the baths of Leuk.

From the story:
For a charming week we wandered up the Valley of the Rhône, and 

then, branching off at Leuk, we made our way over the Gemmi Pass, still 
deep in snow, and so, by way of Interlaken, to Meiringen.
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Pictured are postal cards depicting the public square at Interlaken, the 
mountain stream in the Alps near Meiringen, areas which Holmes and 
Watson visited on their route to Meiringen.

From the story:
For a charming week we wandered up the Valley of the Rhône, and 

then, branching off at Leuk, we made our way over the Gemmi Pass, still 
deep in snow, and so, by way of Interlaken, to Meiringen.
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Pictured is a postal card for the Englischer Hof Hotel, where Holmes and 
Watson stayed while at Meiringen.

From the story:
It was upon the 3rd of May that we reached the little village of 

Meiringen, where we put up at the Englischer Hof, then kept by Peter 
Steiler the elder.
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Pictured is the fake letter from the hotel, delivered to Holmes and 
Watson, asking for Watson’s assistance.  The letter was designed to 
separate the men.

From the story:
We had turned to do so, when we saw a Swiss lad come running along it 

with a letter in his hand. It bore the mark of the hotel which we had just 
left, and was addressed to me by the landlord.
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Pictured is the Alpine stock Holmes used during his ascent to the 
Reichenbach Falls.

From the story:
There was Holmes's Alpine-stock still leaning against the rock by which I 

had left him. But there was no sign of him, and it was in vain that I 
shouted. 

It was the sight of that Alpine-stock which turned me cold and sick.
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Pictured is a stone from Reichenbach Falls, the place where Holmes and 
Moriarty met their demise together.

From the story:
For all my efforts, two more had passed before I found myself at the fall 

of Reichenbach once more. But there was no sign of him, and it was in 
vain that I shouted. My only answer was my own voice reverberating in a 
rolling echo from the cliffs around me.

20The Adventure of the Final Problem



Pictured is a stereoscope card depicting the Gorges of the Aare. The 
Aare Gorge between Meiringen and Innertkirchen is nearly 200 meters 
deep and barely more than a meter wide at its narrowest point.  It is 
known for narrow paths.

From the story:
He had remained on that three-foot path, with sheer wall on one side 

and sheer drop upon the other, until his enemy had overtaken him.
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Pictured is Holmes’ monogrammed  silver cigarette case containing 
cigarettes and 3 pages addressed to Watson, wherein Holmes makes his 
last thoughts known to his friend.

From the story:
From the top of this boulder the gleam of something bright caught my 

eye, and, raising my hand, I found that it came from the silver cigarette-
case which he used to carry. As I took it up a small square of paper, upon 
which it had lain, fluttered down on to the ground. Unfolding it I found 
that it consisted of three pages torn from his note-book and addressed to 
me.
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Final Problem” not included 
in the original Evidence 

Box.

The Adventure of the Final Problem 23



Pictured are the two books which Moriarty authored on higher 
mathematics and physics.

From the story:
‘At the age of twenty-one he wrote a treatise upon the Binomial 

Theorem, which has had a European vogue.’
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Pictured is the memorandum book Moriarty drew from his pocket to 
review dates in which Holmes had crossed his path.

From the story:
‘He clapped his hand into his pocket, and I raised the pistol from the 

table. But he merely drew out a memorandum-book in which he had 
scribbled some dates.’
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Pictured are the broken fragments of the brick which fell from a 
building, almost killing Holmes as he walked down the street. 

From the story:
‘I kept to the pavement after that, Watson, but as I walked down Vere 

Street a brick came down from the roof of one of the houses and was 
shattered to fragments at my feet.’
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Pictured is handkerchief Holmes used to bandage his bloodied knuckles, 
as well as the bludgeon the rough person attempted to use on Holmes.

From the story:
‘On my way I was attacked by a rough with a bludgeon. I knocked him 

down… whose front teeth I have barked my knuckles…’
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Pictured is a postal card from Dieppe France, the landing point for 
Holmes and Watson after departing England.

From the story:
‘Well, then we must make a cross-country journey to Newhaven, and so 

over to Dieppe.’
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Pictured is the rail station at Canterbury, where Holmes and Watson 
departed their train and watched Moriarty trail them.

From the story:
At Canterbury, therefore, we alighted, only to find that we should have 

to wait an hour before we could get a train to Newhaven.
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