
Adventure XXV – The Adventure of the Naval 
Treaty
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is the ‘Trifles’ on The Naval Treaty, authored by Bill Hyder, and 
given out at the 2003 Baker Street Irregulars’ annual dinner.
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Pictured is the letter and envelope sent to Dr. Watson, from Percy 
Phelps, requesting assistance to find the missing Naval Treaty.

From the story:
I heard vaguely that his abilities and the influence which he 

commanded had won him a good position at the Foreign Office, and then 
he passed completely out of my mind until the following letter recalled his 
existence.
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Pictured is a cigarette card for the Marylebone Cricket Club showing a 
cap, bat, and wicket stumps. While in school together, Watson remembers 
Percy being picked on by having his shins wacked with a Cricket Wicket. 

From the story:
This gaudy relationship did him little good at school; on the contrary, it 

seemed rather a piquant thing to us to chevy him about the playground 
and hit him over the shins with a wicket.
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Pictured are tubes of litmus paper Holmes was using to test a solution in 
a test tube when Watson entered the sitting rooom’.

From the story:
He dipped into this bottle or that, drawing out a few drops of each with 

his glass pipette, and finally brought a test-tube containing a solution over 
to the table. In his right hand he had a slip of litmus-paper.
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Pictured is the chain and locket, inscribed with initials “J.H.” and 
containing Annie Harrison’s photograph. The locket tipped off Holmes 
Harrison was not related to Phelps. 

From the story:
‘We have had no details yet,’ observed Holmes. ‘I perceive that you are 

not yourself a member of the family.’
Our acquaintance looked surprised, and then glancing down he began 

to laugh.
‘Of course you saw the ‘J. H.’ monogram on my locket,’ said he.
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Pictured are the visiting, or calling, cards for Sherlock Holmes and Dr. 
John Watson provided once they arrived at Phelps’ residence.

From the story:
On sending in our cards we were shown into an elegantly appointed 

drawing-room, where we were joined in a few minutes by a rather stout 
man, who received us with much hospitality.
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Pictured is the title page of the Treaty between Italy and England.  Also 
pictured is the treaty rolled and bound with ribbon as it appeared when 
Holmes returned it to Phelps.

From the story:
‘This,’ said he, taking a grey roll of paper from his bureau, ‘is the original 

of that secret treaty between England and Italy, of which, I regret to say, 
some rumours have already got into the public.’

Across the centre of it was lying a little cylinder of blue-grey paper.
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Pictured is the secret treaty between Italy and England, in the original 
French. The treaty consisted of 26 articles.

From the story:
‘It was a long document, written in the French language, and containing 

twenty-six separate articles.’
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Pictured is the English translation of the treaty between Italy and 
England.  The treaty outlines the policy between the Triple Alliance of 
France, Italy, and England.

From the story:
‘Without going into details, I may say that it defined the position of 

Great Britain towards the Triple Alliance, and foreshadowed the policy 
which this country would pursue in the event of the French fleet gaining a 
complete ascendency over that of Italy in the Mediterranean.’
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Pictured is a postal card depicting three women as the members of La 
Triple Entente, Italy, Germany and Austria- Hungary. The Naval Treaty was 
drafted between Italy and Great Britain.  The Triple Alliance, of which Italy 
was a participant, was a separate arrangement. 

From the story:
‘Without going into details, I may say that it defined the position of 

Great Britain towards the Triple Alliance, and foreshadowed the policy 
which this country would pursue in the event of the French fleet gaining a 
complete ascendency over that of Italy in the Mediterranean.’

11The Adventure of the Naval Treaty



Pictured is ring stand and alcohol lamp the Commissionaire used to boil 
the water for his cup of coffee. 

From the story:
‘A commissionaire remains all night in a little lodge at the foot of the 

stairs, and is in the habit of making coffee at his spirit-lamp for any of the 
officials who may be working overtime. I rang the bell, therefore, to 
summon him.’
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Pictured is the sketch map, or chart, of the layout of Phelps’ building 
(Foreign Affairs Office) and side streets.

From the story:
‘The second one leads, by means of a second small stair, to a side-door 

used by servants, and also as a short cut by clerks when coming from 
Charles Street.’

'Here is a rough chart of the place.’



Pictured is the omnibus ticket used by Mrs Tangey to travel from the 
Foreign Office back to her residence in Brixton.

From the story:
‘Where do you live?’ said I.
‘No. 16 Ivy Lane, Brixton,’ he answered; ‘but don't let yourself be drawn 

away upon a false scent, Mr. Phelps. Come to the other end of the street, 
and let us see if we can hear of anything.’

14The Adventure of the Naval Treaty



Pictured is the list slippers (with a fabric sole), shawl, and cap of Mrs. 
Tangey, the wife of the Commissionaire. Mrs Tangey was a charwoman at 
the Foreign Office, a person employed to clean offices.

From the story:
‘The charwomen are in the habit of taking off their boots at the 

commissionaire's office, and putting on list slippers.’
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Pictured is a cap badge for the Coldstream Guards, to which Tangey, the 
Commissionaire, had been attached. 

From the story:
‘Do you know anything of the commissionaire?’
‘Nothing, except that he is an old soldier.’
‘What regiment?’
‘Oh, I have heard - Coldstream Guards.’
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Pictured is the moss rose which Holmes uses to deliver a dissertation on 
providence as evidenced by the existence of the flower.

From the story:
‘But this rose is an extra. Its smell and its colour are an embellishment 

of life, not a condition of it. It is only goodness which gives extras, and so I 
say again that we have much to hope from the flowers.’
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Pictured is a postal card of a moss rose, as well as an egg cup with a rose 
motif, such as Holmes uses to deliver a dissertation on providence as 
evidenced by the existence of the flower.

From the story:
‘What a lovely thing a rose is!’
He walked past the couch to the open window, and held up the 

drooping stalk of a moss rose, looking down at the dainty blend of crimson 
and green.
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Pictured is the letter and envelope from Lord Holdhurst to his nephew 
Phelps concerning the theft of the Naval Treaty, and that no decisions 
would be made until Phelps was better.

From the story:
‘God bless you for promising to come,’ cried our client. ‘It gives me fresh 

life to know that something is being done. By the way, I have had a letter 
from Lord Holdhurst.’

‘Ha! What did he say?’
‘He was cold, but not harsh.’
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Pictured is the note Holmes wrote, offering a reward for locating the cab 
which dropped off a fare at Percy Phelps’ office.

From the story:
He handed over a sheet torn from the notebook. On it was scribbled in 

pencil:
‘10 Reward. - The number of the cab which dropped a fare at or about 

the door of the Foreign Office in Charles Street, at a quarter to ten in the 
evening of May 23rd. Apply 221B Baker Street.’
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Pictured is the cap badge for the Corps of Commissionaires. As a veteran 
formerly with the Coldstream Guard, it follows that Tangey would have 
been offered a position in the Corps of Commissionaires

From the story:
‘Tangey, the commissionaire, has been shadowed. He left the Guards 

with a good character, and we can find nothing against him.’
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Pictured is the telegram Holmes sent to Inspector Forbes, requesting his 
assistance with the Naval Treaty case. 

From the story:
Holmes had already wired to Forbes, and we found him waiting to 

receive us: a small, foxy man, with a sharp but by no means amiable 
expression.
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Pictured is the book  Finger Prints, Secret Service, Crime Detection, The 
Blue Book of Crime by T.G. Cooke, F.P.E., 1935, with a chapter on the 
Bertillon System, for which Holmes  expressed admiration. 

From the story:
He had, when he so willed it, the utter immobility of countenance of a 

Red Indian, and I could not gather from his appearance whether he was 
satisfied or not with the position of the case. His conversation, I 
remember, was about the Bertillon system of measurements, and he 
expressed his enthusiastic admiration of the French savant.
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Pictured is the piece of the top of the wooden rail  snapped off by the 
intruder, James Harrison.

From the story:
‘There's a place, however, on the wooden fence which skirts the road 

which shows signs, they tell me, as if someone had got over and had 
snapped the top of the rail in doing so.’
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Pictured is a Coach Directory, which lists a complete directory of inns 
throughout the London metropolis.  Holmes may have used it to find the 
inn where he had a snack.

From the story:
‘After leaving you at the station I went for a charming walk through 

some admirable Surrey scenery to a pretty little village called Ripley, 
where I had my tea at an inn, and took the precaution of filling my flask 
and of putting a paper of sandwiches in my pocket.’

25The Adventure of the Naval Treaty



Pictured is the flask Holmes filled at the inn in Ripley, preparing for a 
night outside in the garden.

From the story:
‘After leaving you at the station I went for a charming walk through 

some admirable Surrey scenery to a pretty little village called Ripley, 
where I had my tea at an inn, and took the precaution of filling my flask 
and of putting a paper of sandwiches in my pocket.’
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Pictured is an arrest warrant issued for Joseph Harrison, based on the 
particulars provided by Holmes, for the injury to Holmes and the theft of 
government documents.

From the story:
‘He looked ‘murder’ out of the only eye he could see with when we had 

finished, but he listened to reason and gave up the papers. Having got 
them I let my man go, but I wired full particulars to Forbes this morning.’
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Pictured is Holmes handkerchief, which he used to staunch the blood 
from his knuckles after fighting with Harrison.

From the story:
‘He flew at me with his knife, and I had to grass him twice, and got a cut 

over the knuckles, before I had the upper hand of him.’
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Pictured is the slim bladed melon knife used by  Joseph Harrison to 
open the window to Phelps’ sick room to access the hidden Naval Treaty.

From the story:
‘…when he reached the window, he worked a long-bladed knife through 

the sash and pushed back the catch…Putting his knife through the crack in 
the shutters, he thrust the bar up and swung them open.’
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Pictured is the telegram Holmes sent to Inspector Forbes, asking for the 
arrest of Joseph Harrison for the theft of the Naval Treaty.

From the story:
‘Having got them I let my man go, but I wired full particulars to Forbes 

this morning. If he is quick enough to catch his bird, well and good!’
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Naval Treaty” not included 
in the original Evidence 

Box.
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Pictured is a postal card for the Foreign Office in London where Percy 
Phelps was employed.

‘It is possible even that you may have heard that, through my uncle's 
influence, I obtained a good appointment at the Foreign Office…’
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Pictured is the locket worn by Joseph Harrison with his initials on the 
outside of the locket.

‘Of course you saw the "J. H." monogram on my locket,' said he. 'For a 
moment I thought you had done something clever. Joseph Harrison is my 
name, and as Percy is to marry my sister Annie, I shall at least be a relation 
by marriage.’
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Pictured is a postal card for Woking, in Surrey County, where Percy 
Phelps resided.

We were fortunate enough to catch an early train at Waterloo, and in a 
little under an hour we found ourselves among the fir-woods and the 
heather of Woking.
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Pictured is the bell which rang at the commissionaire’s desk from 
Phelps’ office.

‘I had put out my hand and was about to shake the man, who was still 
sleeping soundly, when a bell over his head rang loudly, and he woke with 
a start.’
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Pictured is a postal card for Brixton, an area in south London, where the 
commissionaire, Tangey, and his wife, resided.

‘No. 16 Ivy Lane, Brixton,’ he answered; ‘but don't let yourself be drawn 
away upon a false scent, Mr. Phelps. Come to the other end of the street, 
and let us see if we can hear of anything.’
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Pictured is the covered dish Holmes used to hide the naval treaty in 
when he invited Phelps to Baker Street for breakfast.

‘Well, then,’ said Holmes, with a mischievous twinkle, ‘I suppose that 
you have no objection to helping me?’

Phelps raised the cover, and as he did so he uttered a scream, and sat 
there staring with a face as white as the plate upon which he looked.
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Pictured is the flask Holmes refilled while he visited the village of Ripley.

‘After leaving you at the station I went for a charming walk through 
some admirable Surrey scenery to a pretty little village called Ripley, 
where I had my tea at an inn, and took the precaution of filling my flask 
and of putting a paper of sandwiches in my pocket.’
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Pictured is a postal card for Ripley, a small village Holmes walked to.

‘After leaving you at the station I went for a charming walk through 
some admirable Surrey scenery to a pretty little village called Ripley, 
where I had my tea at an inn, and took the precaution of filling my flask 
and of putting a paper of sandwiches in my pocket.’
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