
Adventure XXIII – The Adventure of the Resident 
Patient
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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in 
Scarlet – A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters, 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes 
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story.  Each of the Boxes is 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is an issue of The Lancet, July 3, 1886, containing an article 
called  “Ataxic Paraplegia and other obscure nervous lesions” by Percy 
Trevelyan.

From the story:
‘Are you not the author of a monograph upon obscure nervous lesions?’ 

I asked.
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Pictured is the Bruce Pinkerton award and medal issued to Percy 
Trevelyan for his  monograph on nervous lesions. 

From the story:
‘I was fortunate enough to excite considerable interest by my research 

into the pathology of catalepsy, and finally to win the Bruce Pinkerton 
prize and medal by the monograph on nervous lesions to which your 
friend has just alluded.’
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Pictured is the note Percy Trevelyan received indicating a Russian 
nobleman would be visiting him for a medical consultation.

From the story:
‘What happened was this. Two days ago I received the letter which I 

now read to you. Neither address nor date is attached to it.’
‘A Russian nobleman who is now resident in England,’ it runs, ‘would be 

glad to avail himself of the professional assistance of Dr Percy Trevelyan.’
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Pictured is the bottle of amyl nitrite which Trevelyan used to treat the 
phony Russian nobleman with.

From the story:
‘I had obtained good results in such cases by the inhalation of nitrite of 

amyl, and the present seemed an admirable opportunity of testing its 
virtues. The bottle was downstairs in my laboratory, so, leaving my patient 
seated in his chair, I ran down to get it.’
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Pictured is the prescription form from Dr Trevelyan to Igor Sonavitch for 
nitrite of amyl, as Trevelyan believed it would help with seizures.

From the story:
‘I had obtained good results in such cases by the inhalation of nitrite of 

amyl, and the present seemed an admirable opportunity of testing its 
virtues. The bottle was downstairs in my laboratory, so, leaving my patient 
seated in his chair, I ran down to get it.’

‘For half an hour or so I discussed the old gentleman's symptoms with 
him, and then, having prescribed for him, I saw him go off on the arm of 
his son.’
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Pictured is the pistol Blessington pointed toward Holmes and Watson 
when Trevelyan brought them to Blessington’s rooms.

From the story:
‘I have a pistol,’ it cried; ‘I give you my word that I'll fire if you come any 

nearer.’ In his hand he held a pistol, but he thrust it into his pocket as we 
advanced.
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Pictured is the note Percy Trevelyan sent to Holmes asking him to come 
to the residence once Blessington’s body was found.

From the story:
‘Tragic but ambiguous,’ said he, pulling up the blind. ‘Look at this - a 

sheet from a notebook with ‘For God's sake, come at once - P. T.’ scrawled 
upon it in pencil. Our friend the doctor was hard put to it when he wrote 
this. Come along, my dear fellow, for it's an urgent call.’
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Pictured is Blessington’s cigar pouch, which held his cigars.

From the story:
‘Here are four cigar ends that I picked out of the fireplace.’
‘Hum!’ said Holmes. ‘Have you got his cigar-holder?’
‘No, I have seen none.’
‘His cigar-case, then?’
‘Yes, it was in his coat pocket.’
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Pictured are the two cigars Holmes found in Blessington’s cigar case, as 
well as the cigar stubs the inspector found in the fireplace.  Holmes was 
able to deduce there were others in the room based on the stubs.

From the story:
Holmes opened it and smelled the single cigar which it contained.
‘Oh, this is a Havana, and these others are cigars of the peculiar sort 

which are imported by the Dutch from their East Indian colonies. They are 
usually wrapped in straw, you know, and are thinner for their length than 
any other brand.’ He picked up the four ends and examined them with his 
pocket lens.
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Pictured is the magnifying glass, or lens, Holmes used to examine 
Blessington’s room, including the cigar butts found in the fireplace.

From the story:
He picked up the four ends and examined them with his pocket lens.
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Pictured is the key which was on the inside lock of Blessington’s room, 
which Holmes inspected and determined the murderers used a wire to get 
around the key.

From the story:
He went over to the door, and turning the lock he examined it in his 

methodical fashion. Then he took out the key, which was on the inside, 
and inspected that also.
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Pictured is the photo of Blessington which Holmes found on the 
mantelpiece of Blessington’s room, and took it with him.

From the story:
‘Yes, the actual facts are very plain, and I shall be surprised if by the 

afternoon I cannot give you the reasons for them as well. I will take this 
photograph of Blessington which I see upon the mantelpiece, as it may 
help me in my inquiries.’
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Pictured is a screwdriver and screws left behind by the Worthingdon 
gang. Holmes deduced they were going to use these to help set a block 
and tackle for hanging Blessington.

From the story:
‘Found a screwdriver and some screws on the wash-hand stand.’
‘That screwdriver and those screws were, as I conceive, for fixing it up.’
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Pictured is the block & tackle, as well as the noose, used by the 
Worthingdon gang to hang Blessington in his rooms. 

From the story:
‘The matter was so prearranged that it is my belief that they brought 

with them some sort of block or pulley which might serve as a gallows.’

15The Adventure of the Resident Patient



Pictured is the hook, which was attached to the ceiling, which members 
of the Worthingdon gang used to assist in hanging Blessington.

From the story:
‘That screwdriver and those screws were, as I conceive, for fixing it up. 

Seeing the hook, however, they naturally saved themselves the trouble.’
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Pictured is the bag the five robbers used to carry the money they stole 
from Worthingdon bank.

From the story:
‘You must surely remember the great Worthingdon bank business,' said 

Holmes; 'five men were in it, these four and a fifth called Cartwright. 
Tobin, the caretaker, was murdered, and the thieves got away with seven 
thousand pounds.’
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Pictured is a cheque drawn from Worthingdon Bank for the amount of 
30 pounds.  

From the story:
‘You must surely remember the great Worthingdon bank business,' said 

Holmes; 'five men were in it, these four and a fifth called Cartwright. 
Tobin, the caretaker, was murdered, and the thieves got away with seven 
thousand pounds.’
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Additional items of interest 
in  “The Adventure of the 

Resident Patient” not 
included in the original 

Evidence Box.
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Pictured is the candle which Holmes noted had burned little, indicating 
Trevelyan had not waited long for them.

From the story:
‘Good evening, Doctor,’ said Holmes, cheerily; ‘I am glad to see that you 

have only been waiting a very few minutes.’
‘You spoke to my coachman, then?’
'No, it was the candle on the side-table that told me.’
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Pictured is a postal card of Cavendish Square in London, where many 
practicing doctors are located.

From the story:
‘As you will readily understand, a specialist who aims high is compelled 

to start in one of a dozen streets in the Cavendish Square quarter, all of 
which entail enormous rents and furnishing expenses.’
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Pictured is a postal card for King’s College Hospital, opened in 1840.  
Percy Trevelyan worked there before Blessington hired him.

From the story:
‘After I had graduated I continued to devote myself to research, 

occupying a minor position in King's College Hospital, and I was fortunate 
enough to excite considerable interest by my research into the pathology 
of catalepsy…’
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Pictured is the pay received by Trevelyan each evening from Blessington, 
based on the guineas he earned during the day.

From the story:
‘Every evening at the same hour he walked into the consulting-room, 

examined the books, put down five and threepence for every guinea that I 
had earned.’
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Pictured is the large, dark box at the end of Blessington’s bed, in which 
he kept all of his funds, as he did not trust banks.

From the story:
‘You see that,’ said he, pointing to a big black box at the end of his bed. 

‘…I don't believe in bankers… Between ourselves, what little I have is in 
that box, so you can understand what it means to me when unknown 
people force themselves into my rooms.’
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